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QUARTERLY oF CouncIL. A COLIC CASE. 
The tact of the President and the good sense of : ; 
ae the members disposed of the business of Council on} _Sudject.—A well bred carriage mare, seven years 
Jan. 5 in quite a workmanlike manner. old. : ; ; 
‘vice: Of course the report does not show half the work! She was out in the carriage one morning when 
tative really done—it was done in Committee, and done she suddenly became colicked. She was at once 
- so well that the reports required little discussion. | taken home, and I saw her within half an hour of 
ares We may congratulate Mr. Stewart Stockman on | the commencement of the attack. 
- receiving the Steel Memorial Medal, and we are I found her in great pain and very violent, tem- 
olden sure it is not only to him a pleasant recognition | perature 102’, pulse 80, strong and full, and mucous 
rth of but a stimulus to further endeavours. membranes rather injected. It was impossible to 
place The Parliamentary Committee are keeping a estimate the respirations on account of her constant 
" watchful eye on new legislation, and have framed and vigorous movements. There was no tympany, 
days an amendment to the Model Regulations of the but the mare was scouring violently. 
Local Government Board which will protect the I gave her a draught consisting of ss. each of 
- con: rights of veterinary surgeons. The regulations pro- | Chloral hydrate and Extr. Cannabis Indica in a pint 
ads o posed to give the Medical Officer of Health or the | of water ; and saw her again about half an hour 
tom Inspector of Nuisances power to examine cattle :|after its administration. The mare was now 
either the amendment proposes to qualify this by the sen- absolutely free from pain, and had stopped scouring. 
2 may tence “if accompanied by a veterinary surgeon, The pulse and respirations were almost normal, and 
. ete.” It is curious how medical men will persist | except a slight drowsiness there appeared to be 
in pushing themselves into positions they are in- | 20thing wrong. 
1 capable of properly filling. I now treated her with placebos and suitable diet, 
2 pub- The Walley Memorial Prize was announced as| preferring to postpone the further use of drugs till 
having been won by Mr. A. L. Sheather of the I knew more about the case. No further treatment, 
ontary R.V.C., London. however, was really necessary, for the animal had 
wad The President took the opportunity to congratu- | 0 return of pain, and made a most uninteresting 
~— late Sir John M’Fadyean upon his recent honour, and uneventful recovery. : So 
and he did it shortly and most happily. I am not at all sure that this case was scientifi- 
iE.” At a special meeting which followed, another ex- cally treated, or whether it would have been aserious 
amination was added to the schedule which is|one if not treated at all. Certainly it looked rather 
accepted by the R.C.V.S. as admitting candidates | Serious at first, and as one or two points in it differ, 
al to its professional examinations—viz., The Com- | 0 my mind, from other colic cases I have seen, I 
v tht petitive Examinations of the Civil Service Commis- | Tecord it. 
it take Sloners, V. 8. 
THE Banquet. 
ail AAS we said last week, the banquet to Sir John 
and they were A gentleman requested me to see a thoroughbred 
P quality, Space prevents us heres Abs P ile two-year-old that he had been exhibiting at several 
of all those who attended also of the near! loon! shows. 
rad equally large number who sent eetebe ob ec icd I found him very lame in the off fore leg, being 
f those Unable to attend. The latter list ae I oo hardly able to extend it, and on manipulation I 
mest tained many names well known in Agri oneal d found an enlargement just below the back of the 
\ Science knee, which was firm to the touch and very — 
tis worthy of |on pressure. I now examined him for signs of in- 
‘ellowes, and found the pulse and internal tempera- 
also the Treasury had through th af same eA se ‘*"! ture slightly raised, but learnt he had not shown 
jendins sven a grant of £800 a ture, !the usual symptoms of influenza; so I gave a 
nary College. We guarded prognosis and advised the application of 
== mau, as the result. of his attendan ¢ the bs z t hot bandages with the rubbing in of belladonna 
a8 temporarily lost hi and soap liniment, and administered a febrifuge 
voice. This is the more to draught 
cor advice of the Two days later I found the fore limb much the 
rnd manent Injury will result. ¢ Pet! same, also that he was very lame in the near hind, 
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which I ultimately found¥was due to acute disten- 
sion of the bursa at seat of windgall. I now came 
to the conclusion that I had a case of rheumatic 
bursitis to deal with, and gave an oleaginous laxa- 
tive, and had the hind limb treated similarly to the 
fore. 

A few days later the other hind limb became 
similarly involved at the fetlock, and later the 
bursa of the near fore limb on outside just above 
the knee also became swollen and very painful. 

I now saturated his system with salicylate of 
soda, and after the distension of the several burs 
became less tense and painful, had dilute Iodine 
ointment applied everyday until the skin became 
sore, then withheld until the soreness passed off 
before reapplying. As the appetite got very fickle I 
discontinued the Sod. salicylate and gave*Quinine, 
Pot. iodidum, and Nux vomica in bolus, and alittle 
Pot. bicarb. in the drinking water until the appetite 
improved, when I discontinued the balls and gave 
Donovan’s solution. But it took some four months 
before the bursal distensions had resumed their 
normal size ; those behind being very tedious, al- 
though the iodine ointment was thoroughly applied. 
He ultimately made a good recovery and has since 
been sold for nearly two hundred and fifty guineas. 

F. G. A. 


DIAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA. 


The subject of this case was an aged black geld- 
ing with the reputation of being an animal difficult 
to shoe. On Ist January he was taken to the 
forge to be shod and three shoes were put on to him 
rather comfortably. On attempting to put the 
fourth on he became restless and recourse was had 
toa side line. This proved to be of no service, 
only making the animal more violent, and causing 
him once to slide one hind leg out in such a man- 
ner as to alarm the smiths. He was thereupon put 
into stocks and had placed under his belly two 
broad hands, and cross bars fore and hind. He was 
not tied but held bya man. During this time it was 
noticed that the animal had become quiet and 
allowed the fitting of the shoe to be proceeded with. 
A few minutes after this he was noticed to sway 
twice in the stocks, after which he sank into the 
sling and was dead. It was in this condition I saw 
him. Examining the carcase I found the visible 
mucous membranes intensely injected, and that of 
the gums almost blue in appearance. This dis- 
pelled at once an idea that I had formed of rup- 
tured vessels. Nothing characteristic was to be 
made out. 

I made the post-mortem early on the 2nd. On 
taking off the skin the superficial vessels were found 
to be excessively engorged. The abdomen and 
chest were opened, and it immediately become 
obvious that the sternal flexure of the colon was 
displaced in a forward direction, and on removing 
it was found to be penetrating the chest through a 
large aperture in the diaphragm. Further exami- 
nation brought to light the fact that the muscular 


rim of the diaphragm had been torn completely 
away from the ensiform cartilage and partly away 
from the ribs on either side. It was evident from 
the hemorrhages into the edges of the torn 
muscle and covering that rupture was ante-mortem. 
The heart and lungs showed all the characteristic 
symptoms of asphyxia. There is no doubt in my 
mind that the animal died from suffocation conse- 
quent on pressure of the lungs by the displaced 
viscera. Furthermore, it is not unreasonable to 
surmise that the accident took place in the smithy, 
and that displacement was retarded a little, but 
walking the animal to the stocks brought about this 
state of affairs. 
J. R. H. 


ANOTHER UNSUSPECTED FOREIGN BODY. 


Some years ago, while in charge of a London 
practice, I received a foxterrier, suffering from dis- 
temper, into the infirmary for treatment. The case 
was a mild one of the catarrbal type, and presented 
no feature of interest, running a normal course to a 
satisfactory recovery. 

Some days after the dog hnd entered the infir- 
mary he passed per anum a hard body which, wheu 
washed and examined, proved to be a compressed 
and distorted indiarubber ball. The ball was a 
small hollow one, with two or three holes (prob- 
ably caused by the dog’s teeth) which had rev- 
dered compression possible. It had become folded 
into an oval body, two and a half inches long by 
about three-quarters of an inch thick at the middle. 
and seemed to have been in this shape some little 
time. It could easily be unfolded, but would re 
fold again the moment the hands were removed. 

I showed it to the owners, who told me that 
about six weeks before this dog and another he 
been playing with an indiarubber ball, which ha 
never been found again after the dogs had beet 
seen with it. As far as they could judge, they 
believed this to be the same ball. 

The curious part of the case is that the dog neve! 
showed the slightest sign of digestive disturbance. 
I still retain the ball, which has become very brittle, 


and cannot now be unfolded without breaking 1- 
PRACTITIONER. 


Horse 
THREE ATTACKS OF PURPURA IN THE SAME Hor 


M. Mo.tiereau, of Paris, treated a large cart hort 
during the month of January, 1904, for pongo 
November, 1904, it had a severe attack like the aN ne 
time. All went on well until Nov. 15th, 1909, he moet 
was seized for the third time and in_ spite of sid i ae 
approved treatment it succumbed. The first senege 
ceived Dieckeroff’s treatment; the second, cent 
injections of collargol; and the third, collargo > ond, al 
gramnies the first day, 75 centigrammes the 
the third day besides this drug 30 c.c. 0! “ standing 
coccic serum, morning and evening. Notwit® fourt 
this death took place during the night of 
day of illness. istic 

examination showed the cha 
lesions of septiceemia.— Rec. Méd. V¢., Dec. 

G. 
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Royal College ot 
Veterinarp Surgeons.* 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A Quarterly Meeting of Council was held on Friday, 
January 5th, 1906, at 10 Red Lion Square, Mr. Joseph 
Abson, President, occupying thechair. The following 
members were present : Messrs. Allen, Banham, Carter, 
Cope, Col. Duck, C.B., Prof. Dewar, Fraser, Garnett, 
Hunter, Lawson, Locke, Mason, Mel. McCall, Sir 
John M’Fadyean, McKinna, Prof. Mettam, Mulvey, 
Over, Prof. Penberthy, Prof. Shave, Simpson, Stock- 
man, General Thomson, C.B., Villar, Prof. Williams, 
and Wrage; Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. A. W. 
Hill (Secretary). 

On the motion of Mr. Locke, seconded by Mr. Law- 
son, the minutes of the previous meetings were taken as 
read; and on the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by 
Mr. Fraser, they were ccnfirmed. 

The Secrerary: Mr. Trigger has written regretting 
that he is unable to attend the meeting to-day; he is 
very much better, but still has to use crutches. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary: Letters of thanks have been re- 
ceived from Mr. Kutherford and Mr. Sumner for the 
honour of their election as Local Secretaries ; from Maj. 
Meredith and Mr. Bowes for their appointment as ex- 
aminers, and from Sir Christopher Nixon, Prof. Hamil- 
ton and Prof. Ellenberger for the honour of their elec- 
tion as Honorary Associates. The following letter was 
also received from Prof. Williams .— 

“ 
Dear Mr. Hill 28th December, 1905. 

If not too late, I should be obliged by your adding 
to the agenda for the next meeting of Council a pro- 
posal by me to the following effect : That this Council 
make representation to the Government that the exami- 
nation of veterinary students is a national matter and 
should be paid for out of the Imperial funds,—Yonrs 
sincerely, 

W. Owen WILLIAMS.” 

The Prestpenr: Was the letter received in time ? 
‘iene No. At a previous meeting it was 

— ced that Mr. Goulé, of Maritzburg, had lost his 
on — and you requested me to inform him that it 
> sn a to produce a Statutory Declaration and 

word vofs that he had lost his diploma and was 
ane _ a member of the profession. Mr. Goulé has 
people a atutory Declaration and letters from various 
The aoe = he is a member of the profession. 
the letter ary then read the Statutory Declaration and 

le Prestpent The proofs appe: Vv 

Is in the of the 
ual condite I beg to propose that, subject to the 
restored to by the College, the name be 

wants off the Register, he only 


oma ig ENT + He does not know where his dip- 


Prof. W ILLIAMS : 
diploma, 


We cannot give him another 


< N: e ison - 

tithe to have a the Register, is he not en 
MP, ATCT Ep - 

Bye-law sie: He is entitled to a certificate. The 


n the case of any person whose name 


hand of the Registrar of the entry of the name of such 
person in the said Register shall be evidence that such 
person is on the said Register 

The Prestpent: Mr. Goulé asks for a certificate; he 
does not ask for another diploma. 

Mr. Stmpson:: Then, if J may be allowed to make a 
proposition, it would be to the effect that a certificate 
certifying that this gentleman was and is a Member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons be granted to 
him, but not a fresh diploma. 

Mr. Lawson : I second that. 

Mr. Garnett: I move as an amendment that a certi- 
ficate be only given to him if his name is on the Register. 

The Presrpent : Itis on the Register; it is perfectly 
in order. 

The motion was then put, and carried, 

The Secretary: A circular letter dated December 
4th, 1905, has been received from the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, giving particulars of the Twenty-third Con- 
gress to be held at Bristol on July 9th to the 14th, 
1906, and asking the Council to appoint delegates at the 
usnal subscription of one guinea per delegate. 

Mr. Lawson : Have we subscribed before ? 

The PREsIDENT Yes. 

Mr. Wrace : I think all payments of this kind should 
go through the Finance Committee, and as the meeting 
does not take place until July, I beg to move that the 
letter be referred to the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Locke seconded the motion, which was carried. 


OBITUARY. 
The Secretary read the Obituary List. 


PRESENTATION OF THE STEEL MeMoriIAL MEDAL TO 
Mr. STEWART STOCKMAN. 


The PrestpENT: Gentlemen, it has fallen to my lot 
to have the great pleasure of presenting to our colleague, 
Mr. Stewart Stockman, the John Henry Steel Memorial 
Medal, which you voted at our last meeting should be 
presented to him. Itis a medal which is granted and 
given for distingnished services; and in the present 
instance it is given to Mr. Stockman for his able re- 
searches in bacteriology. We trust that the memento 
will be a stimulus to him to carry on the great work in 
the realm of bacteriology which he has so well and ad- 
mirably commenced. (Hear, hear.) I have, therefore, 
very great pleasure in presenting to Mr. Stewart Stock 
man The John Henry Steel Memorial Medal. (The 
President then presented the medal to Mr. Stockman). 

Mr. Stewart STocKMAN, who, on rising to reply, was 
heartily received, said : Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
[ believe there is no precedent for a long speech on such 
occasions as this ; but I should be very far wanting in 
gratitude if I did not express to this Council my high 
appreciation of the honour which they have done me. I 
should like also to thank you, Sir, for the kind words 
that you have said in my favour. You have certainly 
left me a very high standard to live up to, and I shall 
endeavour to carry it out. Believe me, gentlemen, when 
I say that I feel deeply grateful for the honour you have 
conferred upon me, and for the way you have received 
the President’s remarks. (Cheers.) 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 
The Secrerary announced that the following presen- 
tations had been made to the Library since the last 
meeting :— Veterinary Journal, three months ; Journal 
of the Board of Agriculture, three months ; Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics; Annual 
Report of the Imperial Bacteriologis’, 1904-5 ; Report 
of the Bombay Veterinary College, 1904-5 ; Calendar 
Royal College of Surgeons of England ; The Rhodesian 


oes not ; 
le ~ SPpear in such copy, a certified copy under the 


The Copyright of this report is registered. 


Agricultural Journal, October, 1905 ; Bulletin, Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station, Louisiana, U.S. America. 
On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Hunter, 
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a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the respective 
donors. 
FINANCE CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. LAwson read the report of a meeting of the 
Finance Committée held on January 5th, 1906, which 
stated that the vouchers and receipts for payment during 
the preceding quarter were examined and found correct. 
The quarterly statement of the treasurer was submitted, 
and the Committee recommended that the present 
liabilities be discharged and cheques drawn for the 
amounts including examiners’ fees and expenses, exami- 
nation expenses in England, Ireland, Scotland,and petty 
cash. The Committee further recommended that ten 
guineas |e paid the Local Secretary for Liverpool. The 
Secretary was instructed to write to the Local Secre- 
taries requesting them to send in the accounts imme- 
diately following the examinations. It was also recom- 
mended that 300 copies of the Register be printed, 
instead of 400 as previously, according to Messrs. 
Adlard’s estimate. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. Locke, 
the report was received. 

The PrestpENT: Has any gentleman any remarks to 
make upon the report ? 

Prof. Witt1aMs : I have much pleasure in stating, in 
connection with the examination expenses incurred at 
the University of Liverpool, that the University Coun- 
cil would be honoured and gratified if you would permit 
them to pay the expenses. 

The PrestpENT: I think we might leave the Exami- 
nation Committee to deal with that subject at its next 
meeting. 

Mr. Stmpson : I take it that the University of Liver- 
pool make no claim against the College ? 

Prof. Yes. 

Mr. Fraser: I would suggest that the matter be 
considered by the Finance Committee instead of the 
Examination Committee. 

Mr. Simpson : Does it require to go before any Com- 
mittee? Here is an offer on behalf of an institution to 
make no charge for the provision of specimens, ete. I 
beg to propose— 

The PRESIDENT : It is just a question as to whether 
you should do so or not. 

Mr. GaRNeEtT : I certainly agree with you, Sir, that 
this is a — which should be gone into by a Com- 
mittee. [do not like the principle creeping in of this 
College, in the conduct of its examinations, getting a 
benefit from one institution more than from another. 
(Hear, hear.) I think most emphatically that they 
should all be treated alike. 

Mr. Stmpson : The remarks | made were simply in 
the form of a question. ; 

The PrestpENT: The offer is a very generous one— 
(hear, hear)—but I think it might well be referred to 
the Examination Committee. 

_ Prof. Penpertuy : Are there any charges made by 
similar institutions? If there are no charges made by 
them we need not press the matter. Mr. Hill can tell 
us that. 

Prof. Merram : I take it the expenses to which Prof. 
Williams refers are connected with the provision of sub- 
jects and things of that nature. 

: and dogs. 

e PRESIDENT : ich, of course, are us i 
for by this College. 

Prof. : Usually. 

Mr. Stmpson : They have been 
lege. not by the Teaching Colleges. 
_ The PrestpEnt : It had better be discussed, I think 
in Committee. 

Mr. Banna: Do we already pay for them ? 

Mr. Srmpson : Yes. 

Mr, Bannam: If we pay for them in one institution 


provided by this Col- 


we ought to pay for the whole, although it is very good 
of the Liverpool College to make the offer. 

The PRESIDENT: Very generous indeed. 

Mr. Locke: I propose that the matter be referred to 
the Examination Committee. 

Mr. Srmpson : I second that. 

Gen. THomson : I suggest that we acknowledge the 
generous offer of the University of Liverpool, and at the 
same time say we think it desirable that we should 
refer the matter to the consideration of the Committee 
before giving a decision. 

The PrestpENT : Will you let that proposition stand 
in place of yours, Mr. Simpson ? 

Mr. Stmpson : [ am afraid the General’s proposition 
and mine and Mr. Locke’s are hardly one io the same. 
There is a proposition, so far as our institution is con- 
cerned, that the matter be referred to the Examination 
Committee, and then the General proposes that the 
authority at Liverpool be thanked for their generous 
offer. I+ is practically the same thing, but I think it 
might be better if it was left as it was. 

The PrestpENT: Then do you move your proposition 
as an amendment, General Thomson ? 

Gen. THomson : Yes. 

Mr. Simpson : It is hardly an amendment, sir, because 
I absolutely agree with what the General says. 

The Presipent : Will General Thomson vermit Mr. 
Locke to add his proposition to one which has been 
moved ? 

Gen. THomson : Certainly. 

It was then unanimously resolved, on the motion of 
Mr. Locke, seconded by Mr. Simpson, that the offer of 
the University Council of Liverpool to pay the examina- 
tion expenses at Liverpool be referred tothe Examination 
Committee ; and that the generous offer of the Univer- 
sity of Liverpool! be acknowledged, with the statement 
that the Council thought it desirable to refer the matter 
to the consideration of the Examination Committee 
before giving a decision. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. 
Fraser, the report of the Finance Committee was then 
adopted. 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


the re 
\ct: 


d. the co” 
t he be 


severil 
The Solicitor having reported the results of be 
The Solieitet 


Galway County, Coune! 
Teterinary 


15 
of the President, he had lodged a protest witht dew 
Privy Council against ratification of +e the 
that the Irish Privy Council had refuse 
appointment, but thata petition against thel 
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The SECRETARY read the report of a meeting of the 
Registration Committee, held on Jannary 4th, 196, x 
which stated that two letters were read from a prac 
; titioner with regard to a case alleging that it had not ; 
received proper consideration. The Committee resolved ; 
that they could not re-open the case as represented 
them on April 6th, 1904, and that the reasons coul Bs 
be fully explained by the practitioner’s own solicitor 
The Committee were prepared to consider any 
plaint the practitioner might bring before them. , i § 
The following gentlemen applied for restoration " 
their names to the Register, the same having been” 
moved in consequence of non-compliance with | 
quirements of Sub-Section 4 of Section 5 of th™ 
Richard Hatton McRaith, Charles Albert Hutton, vi 
Alexander Miller MacDougal. The Committee ere 
mended, in the case of Potts, that the letter ty Mr, Pott 
as to the restoration of his name be rescind 
ditions not having been complied with, and 
in | 
pr 
reported a case in which the 
had appointed an unqualified ified 
spector, that there were 
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had been lodged, the result of which was not yet known- 
The Committee recommended for endorsement the 
action taken by the President and the Solicitor. 

The PrestpENT, as Chairman of the Registration 
Committee, moved the reception of the Report. 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion, which was carried. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Carter, the report was adopted, and it was resolved that 
the seal of the College be aftixed to the orders of prose- 
cution mentioned in the report. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the report of a meeting of the 
Examination Committee held on the 28th of November, 
1905, which stated that in reply to an enquiry by a Mr. 
E. R. Davies as to whether the College would take 
Welsh as an optional subject in the veterinary examina- 
tion for 1906, the Committee directed the Secretary to 
ask the General Medical Council if such were accepted 
by them, and the Medical Council had since replied 
saying that Welsh was accepted as a modern language 
for the purposes of registration as a medical student. 

The Committee directed the Secretary to inform Mr. 
Cross, the winner of the Bursary Prize, in answer to his 
enquiry, that they agreed with him in regard to the 
sessional year of nine months 

The reports of the examination and the reports from 
the examiners and delegates last July were read by the 

ommittee and called for no special report. The 
educational certificates were carefully examined, and all 
Were passed. 

The report was received, on the motion of Mr. Mulvey, 
seconded by Gen. Thomsou. 
we MuLvey: I beg to move the adoption of the 

port. 

Mr. Wrace : I second that. 

_ Prof. PeNBerruy : Before the motion for the adop- 
tion of the report is put, I should like to ask if any 
\uestion has been received from the examiners as to the 
advisability of following the oral examinations so 
quickly after the written. Personally I am very doubt- 
fulas to whether the vapers are in the hands of the 
exalniners a snfliciently ee time for them to do justice 
—— papers and the candidates writing them, before 
¢ oral examination comes on. That has been express- 
ed tu me verbally by several of the examiners, and [ am 
r und to say that, on looking over a record of the marks 
given to the written papers, I can come to no other 
conclusion than that there is something which prevents 
a being done to those written papers. I have per- 
Foo a of men who go up for that examina- 
oes, ae finds that the best men perhaps we 
onl 3s each nder our notice come out with only 24 
a, 8 one rather questions whether there is not 
einen wrong. The written examination is, of 
part of the examination, and | wish to 
of the 0 an ae this was adopted it was the wish 
equal in mites that it should be a real examination 
nut know equal in quality to the oral. I do 
question «1 ret er this is the right time to discuss the 
it. | vd de Fen I think the right time to raise 
rom the a 2 g to move that it be an instruction 
matter befor = to the Committee to consider this 
net lay down — a examinations. Bye law 70 does 
to fix the date y rule to the Council. The Council has 
IPRS 
to thet gRrDEN T: Are you going to make a proposition 
Lave 
lave just read 


rof. Penge ‘ 
cause E thi <ah I only want to bring the matter up 


Matters stand an extremely important one. As 
time in Ppa present, I am afraid that, for want of 


another report to read besides 


Mr. Stmpson : If that requires a seconder, sir, I shall 
be happy to second it. 

The PREsIDENT : It is not a proposition, is it ? 

Mr. Simpson: Yes, that it a d be referred to the 
Examination Committee. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : It is a proposition, if necessary, 
that an instruction be sent from this Council to the 
Examination Committee to consider the matter. 

Mr. Simpson: I wish to say, sir, in seconding the 
motion, that I believe the proposition to give a greater 
length of time to the examiners for the reading of these 
papers would be welcomed by everyone of them. I will 
not go sofar as to say that justice is not done to the 
students, but I do know that the papers must be read 
at the very greatest inconvenience to the examiners if 
they endeavour to do justice to them. I have very 
much pleasure in seconding the proposal of Professor 
Penberthy, that the matter be referred to the Examina- 
tion Committee for report to the Council. 

The resolution proposed by Professor Penberthy, 
seconded by Mr. Simpson, “ That the matter of giving 
the examiners longer time to examine the written papers 
be referred to the Examination Committee for report to 
the Council” was then put and carried. 

Mr. Mulvey’s motion for the adoption of the report, 
seconded by Mr. Wragg, was then put and carried. 

Mr. Mutvey read the report of a meeting of the 
Examination Committee, held on January 4th, 1906, 
which stated that two Educational certificates were 
duly passed. The Committee also had before them 
some of the examination, examiners’ and delegates’ re- 
ports and returns for the various centres, but inasmuch 
as these were still incomplete the Committee recom- 
mended that their further consideration be deferred un- 
til the next meeting of the Committee. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Prof. Pen- 
berthy, the report was received. 

Sir Jonn M’FapyeaN: Might I ask what is the ex- 
planation of the delay in obtaining the particulars with 
regard to the examinations ? 

The PrestpenT: The examiners complain that they 
have not had time. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: It is not the examiners ; the 
reports come from the Secretaries. 

The Secretary: The Chairman’s report will cover 


that I think. 


Mr. Mutvey: The report is incomplete. I am in- 
formed by the Secretary that he has not received the 


report from Scotland yet. 


The Prestpent: The report has been written for, 


and it has not arrived. 


Mr. Wrace: And Liverpool as well. 
The PrestpentT: Yes, Liverpool and Scotland. 
Sir Joun M’FapyeaNn: I must say it appears to me 


that a period of ten days is adequate to prepare the 
reports. 


[The PresipENT: We thought so, but they have not 


arrived yet. 


Sir Joun M’FapyEAN: I think it is a matter for the 


Council to take notice of. 


The Prestpent: It has been exceedingly incon- 


venient. 


Mr. Mutvey: Most inconvenient, certainly from a 


financial point of view, because the accounts could not 
be passed. 


Sir Joun M’Fapyean : I beg to move that the Secre- 


tary be instructed to write and say that the Council has 
been caused a certain amount of inconvenience through 
delay in receiving these reports, and that in future 
they must receive them more promptly. 


Mr. Smwpson: Although I am thoroughly in agree- 


ment with Sir John M’Fadyean, has not this question 
been dealt with by the Finance Committee? There isa 
recommendation made by the Finance Committee that 


dea bability as far as I 
Papers are not assessed as her chou 
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furnish the list of expenses and the reports immediately 
after the examination. 

Mr. Mutvey: No, it alludes only to the accounts. It 
is the report from the Secretary that we are asking for, 
which has not been received, and hence the Examination 
Committee could not deal with the matter as a whole. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: May I ask if Sir John M’Fadyean 
would allow some date to be fixed, that in future it 
would be a definite instruction that the report shall be 
in the hands of the Secretary at least four days previous 
to the holding of the quarterly meeting. 

The PRESIDENT: Will you just allow Mr. Lawson to 
read the extract from the Finance Committee’s report 
on the subject ? 

Mr. Lawson : The report of the Finance Committee, 
which has already been adopted says,—‘ The Secretary 
was instructed to write to the local secretaries requesting 
them to send in the accounts immediately following the 
examinations.” 

Sir Joun M’FapyeEAn : Obviously that does not cover 
my point. The whole detailed report with regard to 
the conduct of the examinations ought to be sent in 
immediately. 

General THomson : I have much pleasure in seconding 
Sir John M’Fadyean’s motion. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean’s motion—“ That the Secretary 
be instructed to write to the local Secretaries saying 
that the Council has been caused a certain amount of 
inconvenience through delay in receiving the reports 
and that in the future they must receive them more 
promptly ” was then put and carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by General 
Thomson, the report of the Examination Committee was 
then adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Committee, held on January 4th, 1906, 
which stated that the report of the Sub-committee held 
on the same day was read. It was moved by Mr. Simp- 
son, seconded by General Thomson, and carried unani- 
monsly, “That the report be received and adopted, and 
that it be recommended to the Council that copies of 
the Model Regulations of the Local Government Board 
as to Dairies, cowsheds, and milkshops, as amended by 
the Sub-Committee, be sent forthwith to the Local 
Government Board.” The Solicitor then read his draft 
of the case directed, at the last Council meeting, to be 
prepared and submitted to Counsel, and the Committee 
recommended to the Council that the case as prepared 
by the Solicitor be approved and laid before Counsel in 
due course. A letter was read from Mr. Roberts as to 
legislative powers by the Manchester Corporation in 
their proposed Local Bill as to diseased meat. The 
Secretary was requested to acknowledge it and to state 
that it would have attention ; and it was suggested that 
the Manchester members be asked to obtain a print of 
the Bill, and to send it to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Lawson, the report was received. 

Mr. VILLAR: From what I have heard the Secretary 
read—it was very difficult to hear all he said—it seemed 
that a recommendation is to be made from this Council 
as to the Model Regulations which appertain to dairies, 
cowsheds, and so on. | feel that, personally at all 
events—and I dare say many members of the Council 
ure in the same position—I would like to know exactly 
what this Council is going to recommend. 

The PRESIDENT : It shall be read to you. 

Mr. THATCHER (solicitor) : It might eed been better 
gentlemen, if the report of the Sub-committee had been 
read first, because that report was adopted by the Com- 
mittee. The report of the Sub-committee states that at 
a meeting held on January 4th, 1906, the Solicitor re- 


ported an application to the Local Government Board 
for an appointment to receive a deputation and his cor- 
respondence and interviews on the subject. It was pro- 
posed by Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Simpson, and 
carried that the matter stand over till after the General 
Election. The Solicitor then submitted the following 
proposed amendment to Clause 2 of the Model Regula- 
tions of the Local Government Board as _ to inspection 
of Dairies, cowsheds, and milkshops, which the Sub- 
committee recommended for adoption. (The ordinary 
type shows the original and the italics the amendment). 

“ For the inspection of cattle in Dairies. 

2. Every occupier of a dairy wherein any cattle may 
be kept and which the Medical Officer of Health or the 
Inspector of Nuisances or any other officer of the Coun- 
cil specially authorised by them in that behalf may 
visit for the purpose of inspecting cattle ¢f accompanied 
by a properly qualified veterinary surgeon whose duty it 
shall be to eramine such cattle and report thereon, and 
every person for the time being having the care or con- 
trol of any such dairy or of any cattle therein shall 
afford such Medical Officer of Health, Inspector of 
Nuisances or Officer and veterinary surgeon all reasoua- 
ble assistance that may for the purposes of inspection be 
required by. them.” 

Ir. VintaR: Thank you; that is precisely what | 
wanted to know. I wanted to know what it was we were 
recommending. 

The PrestpENtT: Are you satisfied ? 

Mr. VintaR: Yes. 

Mr. Mutvey: I suppose the term “ veterinary sw- 
geon” would cover registered practitioners. 

Mr. THAaTcHER: Excuse me, the words are_ wot 
“ veterinary syrgeon ” but “ properly qualified veterinaty 
surgeon,” who is defined as follows in Section 59 of The 
Contagious Diseases of Animals Act, 1894 :—“ The ex 

ression ‘ Veterinary Inspector’ means an inspector be: 
ing a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sw- 
geons or any veterinary practitioner qualified as approv 
by the Board of Agriculture. f 

Mr. Garnett: I have much pleasure in proposing the 
adoption of the report. 


Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which ® 
carried. 
Report oF THE WALLEY Prize 


COMPETITION. 


The SecreTary read the report of the Wall 
Memorial Prize Competition, which stated that exalt 
nations were held simultaneously in London, Edinburz! 
and Dublin on Saturday, October 7th, 1995. Elev 
candidates entered, but owing to the date not being 
generally suitable to the candidates only four present ' 
themselves for the examination. The examiners rep! 
ed that “On the whole the exammation may be © 
sidered satisfactory, but it appears that candidates 5 
not make any serious effort to continue their sti iin 
and qualify themselves in reaching a higher 
this examination.” The total number of marks oN” 
ed by the candidates is as follows: No. 2, 15 — 
No. 3, 178 marks ; No. 4, 217 marks ; No. 7, 130 ail 
The prize had thus been awarded to No. 4, 21! oak 
namely, Mr. A. L. Sheather, Royal Veterinary Collte 
Camden Town. 

Mr. SIMpPson : 
marks ? 

The Secretary: 100 in each subject. 

Mr. Simpson : How many subjects ! 

The Secretary: Six subjects. - of the 
General THomson : May [ ask that the es 
Walley Memorial Prize Competition shall be rea “ti 
Mr. THatcner: I have them here. What P* 
point do you want to refer to. 

General Toomson : What I 
at is, have we no power of refusing the ™ 
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the man does not obtain a certain proportion of marks ?| gentleman whom he desired, and whom probably a 


Mr. THatcHeR: I think it might be covered by 
Clause 9—“ The marks shall be a maximum of 100 in 


large number of the Council desired to honour, than b 
having that name publicly, as it were, refused. I think it 


each subject and an aggregate of 60 percent. shall be|is an excellent suggestion on the part of Mr. Garnett, 


obtained. Failure to obtain 40 per cent. in any one sub- 
ject shall disqualify.” 
General THomson : I take it the candidate ought to ob- 
tain an aggregate of 60 per cent. ? 
Mr. THATCHER: Yes. 
General Toomson: Therefore he ought to have ob- 
tained at least 360 marks to get the prize. 
Prof. MerraM: May I point out that the maximum 
number of marks obtainable is 300. 
Mr. Simpson: I understood there were six subjects, 
and Mr. Hill just stated that the maximum was 100 in 
each subject. 
Prof. Mertam: There are three subjects, and 300 is 
the maximum. Candidate No. 4 obtained 217 marks, 
which is more than 66 per cent. 
Mr. Simpson : I asked how many subjects there were, 
and the Secretary said six. 
_ General Toomson: I was told also that there were 
six subjects, 
Mr. THatcHER: There are only three subjects. 
General THomson : If there are only three, [ with- 
draw what I said. 


CONGRATULATIONS To Sir Joun M’FApDYEAN. 


The PrestpENtT: Gentlemen, at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings I should like, on behalf of this Council, to 
tender to Sir John M’Fadyean our sincere and hearty 
congratulations upon the honour conferred upon him by 
His Majesty the King. (Cheers). It is a distinguished 

onour conferred upon a most distinguished colleague, 
and we are proud of the honour which has been done to 
him. We consider that it is an honour which has ‘been 
well earned, well merited, and well won; and we hope 
that Sir John M’Fadyean will be long spared to further 
carry on the good work which has raised him to the 
front rank of the scientists of to-day. (Cheers). 

Sir Joun M’FapyEan, who received a very hearty 
welcome on rising to reply, said: Mr. President and 
Gentlemen, I know quite well you will not expect me 
to make a long speech, but you will at least, sir, allow 
me to return you my most cordial thanks for this ex- 
pression of approval on your part, and, I take it, on 

© part of the Council also, of the honour which His 
Majesty has recently conferred upon me. I can say with 
pwipe ity that there are few things that would enhance 
tok easure which that honour has given me more than 

now that it 1s viewed with approval by my colleagues 
on this Council. (Cheers). 


lis concluded 
of Council. the business of the quarterly meeting 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


apantuediately following the quarterly meeting, a 
Mr 7 meeting of Council was held. The President, 
/oseph Abson occupied the chair, and the same 


mer 
erg Were present as at the quarterly meeting of 


Motion By Mr. GARNETT. 


Mr. Garner 
ARNETT moved the followi j hi 
ie had Kiven llowing motion of which 
lat the names of 
Honor: Hames of persons proposed for election as 
fleeesen? Associates of the Royal College of Veterinary 
be snbmitted to to being brought before the Council 
pose.” 0 a Sub-Committee elected for that pur- 


In d ine 
: ong so, he said : In moving this resolutioa I think 


It needs J 
recently ed pag oy mine after the experience we have 
ore formally subject at this College; and there- 


and I feel sure that it will commend itself to the whole 
of the members of the Council. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Bannam: I think myself that we have already 
too much work done in Committee and too little done 
inthe Council. It is a great pity that one cannot 
honestly and publicly discuss anybody’s name that is 
brought before the Council; and if the Council think it 
is advisable to confer an honour upon them to do so, 
and if not we can very well afford not to do it. On the 
last occasion, as you have just remarked, some gentle- 
men were thought not, [ will not say fit, but it was 
thought not advisable to grant them the honour; but 
nobody certainly gave any reason for not doing so, and 
I do not believe there is a member sitting round this 
table who can givea reason why those gentlemen should 
not have been elected. I think myself it would be a 
great deal better to let the profession know a little more 
than they do know of what happens at this Council, 
and not do quite so much in Committee. 

Mr. Carter: Whilst this subject is being discussed, 
I would like to call the attention of the Council to the 
fact that, when the names of the six gentlemen were 

roposed as Honorary Associaties of the College at the 
ast meeting, it was particularly requested that the 
names of the two gentlemen who were not elected 
should not be made public. In The Veterinary News 
the names were published in full of the two gentlemen 
who were not elected.* I think if we make a request of 
that sort the reporters should attend to it, and strictly 
carry out the wishes of the Council. (Hear, hear.) 
Prof. PenBErtHY: That is the strongest argument 
that could be raised for a Committee. 
The resolution was then put and carried. 
Mr. Garnett: With your permission, sir, I will 
withdraw the second motion in my name on the agenda 
vaper. 
’ ermission was then given to withdraw the following 
motion :— 
“ Alteration of Bye-law 59 by the addition of the fol- 
lowing words to the last sentence ending ‘and in Scot- 
land in May and December’ :— ; 
“But that no examination other than the written 
shall be held at any of the affiliated veterinary schools 
unless at least seven candidates shall — themselves 
for examination in each class, in which event the exami- 
nations other than the written shall be held in London, 
Edinburgh, and Dublin.” 


Motion By Proressor WILLIAMS. 


Prof. Witt1aMs moved the following motion :— 
“That there be added to the first schedule pages 86, 
et seg. “And the following examinations. The exami- 
nations of the Civil Service Commissioners for appoint- 
ments in the Army.” ‘ 

In doing so, he said: This matter has been discussed 
by Sir John M’Fadyean and General Thomson, and they 
agree that the examinations mentioned ought to be 
included in the list. ‘ ; 
Gen. Tuomson : I have much pleasure in seconding 
that. I may tell you that while this matter was under 
consideration, and before it was brought forward as a 
motion, I received a letter some little time previously 
from a young gentleman, who had qualifie. for the 
Indian Police. He had not qualified high enough to be 
selected, and he wrote to me asking me if that examina- 
tion would render him eligible for entry into one of our 
Colleges. I told him that I could not say whether it 
was so or not, and that he had better refer the matter, 


Mr. Simpson 
SIMPS: 
More to second it. Nothing could be 
distasteful to a member proposing the name of a- 


which he did, and on looking through the list of exami- 


(They did not appear in Record.) 
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nations which qualitied, it was found that the Army 
Examination was left out, whether by accident or other- 
wise I do not know. Now this examination is one of a 
very high standard--in fact, you could hardly have a 
higher one. One word has been left out of the motion 
printed on the agenda, which perhaps might be put in 
to make it absolutely distinctive of which examination 
is meant. Itshould be “The ‘Competitive’ examina- 
tions of the Civil Service Commissioners for appoint- 
ments in the Army.” 

‘he PrestpENT : Are you agreeable that that should 
be inserted 1 

Mr. Mutvey: It cannot be. It must be suspended. 

Gen. THomson : If it cannot be altered, I will leave 
it as it is ; it answers the purpose equally we'l. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: There is no hurry. You had 
better suspend it for another three months. 

Gen. THomson : Under those circumstances, then, Sir, 
as this word cannot now be put in, I move that the dis- 
cussion on the matter be adjourned until our next 
quarterly meeting. 

Mr. THatcuER: And you give notice of motion that 
the word “competitive ” be inserted ? 

Gen. THomson : Yes. 

The PrEsIpENT: That will make it legal. 

Gen. THomson : I will do that if Professor Williams 
has no objection. 

Sir Jonn M’FapyEan: May I also suggest to Pro- 
fessor Williams that if fresh notice is to be given the 
four words “ And the following examinations” are re- 
dundant. The proper place for the examination appears 
to be at the top of page 83, after No. 52. This would 
simply be No. 53. Professor Williams and Gen. Thom- 
son might look at the Register before they give notice. 

Mr. Garnett : Is this examination sufficient for our 
purpose 

Prof. Merram : I produced a certificate, or rather the 
usual paper which is given by the Civil Service Com- 
missioners to a student who has studied for a Civil Ser- 
vice Examination for a Commission in the Army, at the 
last meeting of the Examination Committee held in 
October, and requested that it should be accepted as 
sufficient, and the Committee could not see their way to 
accept it because it was not included in the list. I then 
went to the General Medical Council and asked them 
if they would accept it, and they did accept it. Conse- 
quently that answers, and more than answers, Mr. Gar- 
nett’s question as to whether the examination is a suffi- 
cient one ; indeed the subjects of the examinations of 
the Civil Service Commissioners are more than suffi- 
cient. 

Mr. Vittar: Would not it be as well to ask our Sec- 
retary to get a copy of the regu'ations before the next 
meeting. 

The PresipeNt: Certain!y ; it will be an instruction 
to the Secretary if you so wish. 

Mr. Vituar : I should like to see the regulations. 

THe Presipent: The Secretary shall get a copy of 
the regulations of the competitive examinations of the 
— Service Commissioners for appointment in the 

rmy. 

_ Mr. Simpson : I beg to propose that we give the Pre- 
sident a very hearty vote of thanks for his conduct in 
the chair and for the rapidity with which he has been 
able to get through the business—in a time almost un- 
precedented in the annals of the College. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was carried 
by acclamation. 

The Prestpent: [ ain exceedingly obliged to you, 
gentlemen. 

The Council adjourned at 3.15 p.m. 


BANQUET TO SIR JOHN MFADYEAN. 


In the Empire Rooms of the Trocadero Restaurant, 
on Thursday, January 4th, a Complimentary Banquet 
was given given to Sir John M’¥adyean, M.R.C.VS,, 
M.B., B.Sc., C.M., the Principal of the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town, in honour of the knighthood 
recently conferred upon him. 

The Right Hon. Ailwyn Fellowes occupied the chair, 
and amongst those present were Sir oe Elliott, 
K.C.B., Colonel Sir Robert Nigel Kingscote, G.C.V.0, 
K.C.B., General Thomson, C.B., Colonel Duck, C.B., Mr. 
J. Abson (President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons) and Mr. A. C. Cope, late of the Board of 
Agriculture, and 170 other gentlemen. 

In proposing the toast of “The King,” the Chairman 
said: I think we are all — that we live under such 
a monarch, a monarch who does everything he can for 
his subjects, and who is devoted to peace, and we are 
igual grateful to him this evening for having be- 
stowed an honour upon our distinguished guest. 
(Cheers.) 

“Our GuEst.” 

The CHAIRMAN : Gentiemen, in proposing this toast, 
the toast of the evening, I wish very much that some- 
one more capable physically might have been asked 
to propose it. I am unfortunately suffering from what 
politicians suffer from at this moment—a bad strained 
throat, and if I had done what my doctor ordered me 
to do I should not have been present to-night. But 
I consulted my good friend Mr. Hunting, and he wished 
that I should come and take part in these proceedings, 
and I am only too glad to be able to come and saya 
few words—-and I am afraid they will be few and notas 
deep in meaning as I should wish them to be. The 
toast is that of our distinguished guest, Sir Joln 
M’Fadyean— (cheers)—-a gentleman who is not only res- 
— and regarded with great affection by those I see 

efore me, but also by many outside these walls to- 
night. (Hear, hear.) Until the last year or two I had 
not, I admit at once, a great knowledge of Sir John 
M’Fadyean myself, but when I held a post under 
Government I knew well, and I was taught by my good 
friend on my right, Sir Thomas Elliott—(cheers)—what 
an enormous amount of good Sir John M’Fadyean had 
done in the veterinary world. (Cheers.) Sir John cawe 
to London, I am told, in the year 1892 with a very great 
reputation, and that reputation has not declined since 
he came into this great metropolis. (Cheers.) As @ 
teacher at the Royal Veterinary College he has m- 
pressed those students who work under hin in a Way 
that few men can boast of—-(hear, hear)—and he has 
raised the College to a status which it hardly ever had 
before. (Hear, hear.) Outside the Veterinary College 
science has become indebted to him to an enormous eS 
tent, and I believe that his contributions to vetermaly, 
literature, and especially to the Quarterly Journal of 
Comparative Pathology have made him world-know? 
(Cheers.) But, gentlemen, there is one thing above 
in which I take a greater interest than in anything else, 
and that is in connection with his great work on pebé ) 
of the agricultural interests of this country. (Cheers. 
Many diseases, like glanders, anthrax, and tuber — 
which are fatal to man and beast, have received 0 
him great consideration, and he has eliminated = 
mously the dangers of those diseases. I am speaite on 
night to members of a great profession, @ professi0 
which I as an agriculturist am deeply grateful bd al 
wonder where we should have been in the agricu” 
world if it had not been for the profession of whic be 
so many members before me at this mouient | ase 
hear.) As a past President of the Board of Agric 

I wish to thank you, and through you hundreds a 


veterinary profession, for the great assistance t y 
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given to us in the work of fighting diseases in this 
country. (Cheers.) Again I say I wonder where far- 
mers of this c »untry would have been without the veteri- 
nary profession. Thank heaven, at the present moment 
® we are fairly clear of disease. Why? Not only on 
Se account of Acts of Parliament which have been passed, 
but also through the strenuous and great work of the 
veterinary profession throughout this country, and 
through the great work of your guest to-night. (Cheers.) 
Sir John M’Fadyean has rendered great service to the 
State. (Cheers.) He has given of his best, and a very 
good best too. (Cheers.) He has aided the State greatly 
by his evidence before different Royal Commissions and 
Committees of the House of Commons. And it is not 
only in this country he has rendered assistance, but 
abroad great deference has been paid to the opinions he 
has uttered from time to time. (Cheers.) I am especially 
glad to be able to propose this toast to-night, Scones 
it was through my tenure of office that [ was able, with 
my friend Sir Thomas Elliott, to induce Sir John to 
take charge as Chairman of what to my mind is one of 
the most important Committees we have appointed for 
many years, I allude to the Committee on Abortion. 
When I see the almost ruin that is brought about in 
certain districts in this country by abortion in our herds 
I think it was about time that some serious steps should 
be taken to find out if something could not be done. 
(Hear, hear.) When I know that on that Committee, 
presided over by our guest to-night, there are also 
eminent veterinarians ~ Prof. Nuttall and two laymen of 
eminence, | think we who represent agriculture must 
feel perfectly confident that they will come to a right 
decision as regards this terrible disease. (Hear, hear.) 
Gentlemen, | need hardly remind you of the great 
work that our guest has done for the Royal 
Agricultural Society. That society, I am afraid is 
now in rather low water, but that is through 
no fault of Sir John M’ Fadyean and his friends. I hope 
and trust that in days to come the old National Society 
will once more hold up its head and we shall still have 
Sir John M’Fadyean and his friends to give us their 
assistance. (Cheers). There is one other thing [ should 
like to say. In the last few years there has been a 
special bond of friendship between the Royal Veteri- 
nary College and Sir John M’Fadyean and my old de- 
partment of the Boird of Agriculture. He has sent us 
: Succession to one who has done valuable service to 
‘s country—I mean Mr. Cope (Cheers)—Mr. Stock- 
— be our Chief Veterinary Officer, one of his old 
che and one of great credit to Sir John himself. 
that he 1 - glad to know that one of the last things 
able oy just before I left office was that we were 
ma rey to the Royal Veterinary College that 
rc “ oe Treasury to give us £800 a year 
peas ro - ege. (Cheers). I wish it had been an 
“a —(Cheers)—but unfortunately we could 
quite squeeze that out. (Laughter). ow I have 
to ang more to say—I might have a good deal more 
at hope you will excuse me saying anything 
old-fashi Willask you to drink with me in the good 
in a real good bumper with three 
em e ealth of our guest, Sir John M’Fadyean. 

J toast was drunk with musical honours 

Sir Joun MF apyean, in risi 
with the utmost. a in rising to reply, was greeted 
ore the an pr ity, and it was some moments 
He said: Mi rh the assembly enabled him to speak. 
ene Fellowes and gentlemen, I am 
that this evenime on te my sincerity when I say 
of the prow eens A always rank in my memory as one 
At the pew 20d happiest of my life. (Hear, hear). 
enh Present moment I feel I have only one cause for 

happiness, and that is bec: y caus 

able to find wor "is 1s because I know I shall not be 
quent ‘ ) now, are always more elo- 
than Words, and when I think of the oor honour 


that is being done to me to-night I feel that nothing I 
might be able to say could escape the risk of appearing 
to be an altogether inadequate acknowledgment of the 
great honour a have shown to me. I should like, sir, 
in the first place to express my gratitude to you, for 
occupying the chair on this occasion under circumstances 
that [ am well aware caused much inconvenience to 
yourself. I am deeply grateful to you for the more 
than kind terms in which you proposed my health, and 
[ am greatly indebted to you all for the way in which 
you received the toast. But over and above all that, I 
ain unspeakably grateful to you for having done me the 
great honour of aesee me here this evening as your 
guest. (Cheers.) I scarcely know whether I ought to 
refer further to what the Chairman was good enough to 
say about myself. Modesty forbids that I should say I 
agree with him. (Laughter). As a matter of fact 1 do 
not agree with him, and in spite of the proverbial advan- 
tage of seeing ourselves as others see us, I feel it would 
be better that I should continue my own estimate of my- 
self, which I assure you is a vastly more moderate one. 
(Laughter). In spite of that, however, human nature 
being so constituted, I admit that I listened with the 
most acute pleasure to what our Chairman said about 
myself, and that pleasure was greatly enhanced by ob- 
serving that you appeared to agree with him. (Laugh- 
ter and Cheers). Bat, strange as it may seem, I can 
honestly say that at no past moment in my life did I 
ever take a more humble view of myself or of my own 
achievements than at the present moment. If anybody 
were to get up and say that he thought I was fortunate 
rather than deserving I should be bound to admit that 
there was a great deal of truth in the estimate. (Laugh- 
ter and No, No). Well, I am only stating my own 
opinion. I can certainly say that throughout the whole 
of my professional career I have always felt profoundly 
thankful for the good fortune which placed me in a pro- 
fession which is perhaps the one for which I had the 
greatest natural aptitude—(hear, hear)—and which is 
certainly the one of which the work has been most con- 
genial to me. (Hear, hear). I cannot claim it as a merit 
that I have been always anxious to make the most of 
opportunities fo advance the interests of veterinary 
science and the veterinary profession, because that was 
my plain duty ; and if in following what was the plain 
line of duty 1 have been fortunate enough to earn the 
good opinion and good wishes of those who ought to 
know me best, then I certainly have gained the reward 
which of all others I most coveted. (Cheers). In saying 
that, [ feel that I must guard myself lest it should be 
thought I am not very proud of the honour which His 
Majesty has recently been graciously pleased to confer 
upon me. On the contrary, [ doubt whether there ever 
was any previous recipient of the honour who was more 
proud of it than I am—(cheers)—and I am proud of it 
for several reasons. In the first place I am proud of it 
because it was absolutely unexpected ; in the second 
place I am proud of it because I believe it was intended 
as an acknowledgment of the good work which the 
veterinary profession as a whole has rendered to the 
State, and more particularly to agriculture. (Cheers). 
I believe when it is regarded in that light it will serve 
as an incentive to the whole veterinary profession to 
strive after that increase of knowledge with regard to 
animals’ diseases, which is the only way by which we 
can increase the value of the services that we are pre 
ared to render to the public. (Cheers). As to myself 
| can only say in conclusion that it were shame to me if 
during whatever years of life and health may be spared 
to me [ did not redouble my efforts for the advancement 
of veterinary science and for the welfare of that profes 
sion of which I shall always be proud to belong. (Lond 
cheers). 
General THomson, in proposing the health of the 
Chairman said : At somewhat short notice 1 have been 
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asked this evening to undertake what is to me a very 
pleasant duty, and that is to propose the health of our 
Chairman. When here this evening 
Thad not the slightest idea I was going to be asked to 
undertake this duty, and I wish very much that the 
task had fallen to some one more competent than I am. 
I thought I was coming here simply with you to enjoy 
the evening with our distinguished friend Sir John 
M’Fadyean, and if I make you miserable listening to 
what I have to say you must excuse me on the ground 
of the short notice which I have been given. I think 
our Chairman is known to most, if not to all of you, if not 
rsonally at any rate by reputation. (Hear, hear). You 
ave heard him mention the interest he takes in agricul- 
ture and in stock, but he did not enlarge so much upon 
that as he might have done; he did not tell you what 
his interest in stock amounted to as regards the veteri- 
nary profession; he did not tell you how he impressed 
je stock-owners the necessity and the absolute desir- 
ability of being on friendly terms with the veterinary 
profession, (cheers), and not only friendly terms, but he 
impressed upon them on every possible occasion the 
duty that more or less lies upon them not to rely upon 
themselves but to employ the veterinary profession 
whenever possible, and I think that is a very good thing. 
(Hear, hear.) There is another thing I do not think he 
mentioned which showsjhis interest in our profession; he 
is a Governor of the Royal Veterinary College. (Hear, 
hear.) I take it that no one would be a Governor of 
the Royal Veterinary College if he did nut take a very 
absorbing interest in the veterinary profession. He has 
also told you of various other matters in which he takes 
an interest; he told you of his interest in the Commit- 
tee on contagious abortion and how he was instrumen- 
tal in getting that Committee formed, but he did not 
tell you the thing most necessary, how, by his instru 
mentality, £5000 was extracted from the Treasury to 
forward that Committee. (Cheers.) Without that £5000 
we should not go very far. There is another thing also 
which he did not say anything about, namely, the cor- 
dial agreement between the Board of Agriculture and 
the Army Veterinary Service which has lately come 
about, a great deal through his instrumentality, with 
regard to the disease which was unfortunately intro- 
duced into the United Kingdom through the Army, and 
which I may safely say now, by the cordial agreement 
between us of the Army Veterinary Service and the 
Board of Agriculture, is stamped out. There is another 
matter which he did not say very much about and 
and which perhaps I may touch upon. Lately he has 
been instrumental in obtaining a mixed Committee on 
the horse supply of the United Kingdom. That Com- 
mitee is a Committee of the War Office and the Board 
of Agriculture, and I hope that when it arrives at a 
conclusion some very useful information may be ob- 
tained and perhaps some useful measure initiated. I 
may tell you that the Con:mittee has only sat once or 
twice, but of course it will go on, and we cannot say 
what beneficial results may ensue. I willask you now 
to drink with me the health of our Chairman—the Rt. 
Hon. Ailwyn Fellowes, M.P. 
The toast was drunk with acclamation. 
The CHairnMAN: in reply said: I thank you very 
much for the kind reception yon have given to the toast 
which General Thomson has more than kindly proposed. 


He said I had neglected to mention certain facts, bunt} 


my reasou for doing so I think was well-known to you. 
If L had had more time at my disposal I should have 
spoken much longer not only upon things which we all 
take an interest in, but I shoal have spoken very much 
more strongly if possible upon the toast of our guest 
to-night. I ara one of those who at this moment are 
going through a strong political fight, and I ean only 
hope that some of my constituents in the East country 
will not think I have neglected their interests in coming 


to take part in this intereresting gathering this eve: 
ing. But be that as it may, I am prepared to face it 
(Hear, hear.) Iam only too proud, and I say proud le 
cause I mean it, to have taken part in such an interes: 


ing gathering of a great profession like the veterinay 


profession, and I can only say that this dinner to-night 


will always be a land mark in my public career. (Cheers, 

The toasts were interspersed with songs rendered by 
a talented party of vocalists who added much to tle 
pleasure of the evening. 


PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS AND 
INTESTINAL INFECTION. 


In the issue of the Annales de [Institut Pasteur tin 
October 25th, 1905, p. 601, Drs. Calmette and Guerin 
record some interesting experiments upon goats, which 
they have carried out with the object of investigating 
the assertion of von Behring that the pulinonary tuber 
culosis of the adult is not due to infection by tle 
respiratory tract, but is of intestinal origin, and is aluos 
always the result of an intestinal infection contracted in 
early life. 

They selected healthy goats which were in an advat 
ced stage of gestation, and, by means of a tube inserted 
into the milk ducts, inoculated into the mammary 
glands of these animals cultures of bovine, human, and 
avian tuberculosis, and, in one instance, a culture of the 
Timothy bacillus. The goats which received the bovive 
bacilli, administered in doses of 20 mg. into each teat, 
became severely ill, and all died in less than sixty days 
with symptoms of intense intoxication, though the 
post-mortem examination did not, in most cases, sho" 
much extension of the disease beyond the mamialy 
gland. The human bacilli, inoculated in the same dow, 

roduced much less severe general symptoms, and the 
ocal disease, thongh accompanied by considerable 
swelling and tenderness, gradually retrogressed ; three 
months after inoculation the animals reacted to the 
tuberculin test, and their milk still contained tuber 
bacilli, but they had regained apparently normal health 
The avian bacillus produced very little disorder, ev! 
when the dose was augmented to 250 mg., and ‘’ 
months afterwards a tuberculin test proved negativ'. 
Bacilli could be detected microscopically in the milk q 
to the twenty-third day. The Timothy bacillus, noc 
lated in doses of 700 mg., produced practically A «! 
action, though bacilli were demonstrable in the = - 
to the eighteenth day. Each goat was kept wits “ 
own offspring and in isolation from the rest, or 
bess given every opportunity to suck their mothe 
milk. 
The kids which fed on milk containing bovine bec 
exhibited malnutrition in a marked degree. — 
them was killed in forty-five days. All the —_ 
glands and those along the curvature of the - : 

were found to be affected ; they were soft, and ae ith 
in the cortex innumerable small tubercles fil the 
bacilli. There were no more distant lesions, itt shies 
lungs were not affected. Another kid die y 
days after birth. The mesenteric glands vibrot 
severely affected ; the aortic, diaphragmatt’, che 
chial, and retropharyngeal glands were 
ungs were packed with early, translucent, he kid 
tubercles, containing tubercle bacilli. + tuber 
which fed on human bacilli it was found tha sleareot 
losis of the mesenteric glands, with ee 
lesions, had been produced, but that the ee gia 
spread any further. Bacilli were found micron as 
in some of the lesions, but were very rate, & failed 
pigs inoculated with some of the vith avial 
develop tuberculosis. Neither the kids bacilli be 
tubercle bacilli nor those fed with Timothy 
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came seriously ill. It was found post-mortem that 
their mesenteric glands were greatly enlarged, and in 
some cases had undergone fibroid change, but they 
exhibited no histological tubercles ; the other lymphatic 
glands and the thoracic organs were normal. It is 
interesting to note, however, that the two kids fed on 
avian bacilli developed joint affections which bore some 
resemblance to the “tumor albus” of infants. 

After obtaining these results, the authors endeavoured 
to produce direct infection in young kids by introducing 
cultures of bacilli into the rumen with the aid of an 
cwsophageal tube. In this way they fed three kids with 
bovine bacilli, two with human bacilli, one with 
avian bacilli, and two with the Timothy bacillus. Of 
the animals fed with bovine bacilli, two received on 
four successive days doses of 50 mg., with the result 
that acute disease of the mesenteric glands, lungs, and 
many thoracic glands was produced, whilst the liver, 
spleen, and kidneys were found to be normal. The 
third animal, fed with the same dose on two successive 
days only, also became very ill, and was killed in forty- 
five days, but the autopsy showed that the lesions, 
though severe, were confined to the mesenteric glands. 
The animals treated with the other viruses also received 
doses of 50 mg. on from two to five successive occasions ; 
but, as they remained in good health, the majority of 
them were subsequently fed with bovine bacilli ; the re- 
sult being the production of severe disease, including 
pulmonary tuberculosis, similar to that obtained in the 
auimals fed with bovine bacilli alone. The conclusion 
drawn by the authors, therefore, is that these less viru- 
lent types of bacilli failed to produce any immunising 
influence againsi the bovine bacillus. 

So far, therefore, the results of Drs. Calmette and 
Guérin were in support of von Behring’s view that the 
intestinal tract in early life is the portal of entry for 

ciili, of bovine origin, which leads to the production of 
pulmonary tuberculosis. But when, continuing their 
experiments on the same lines, they introduced bovine 
cultures into the rumen of adult goats by means of an 
wsophageal tube, they found reason to disagree with 
von Behring’s hypothesis that the pulmonary tubercu- 
losis of the adult is due to the dissemination of an intes- 
tinal infection which has been contracted in early life. 

They selected three healthy goats, aged respectively 
he three, and five years, which gave negative results to 
the tuberculin test, and into the rumen of each of these 
sinednced on four successive days doses of 50 in.g. of 
, vine tubercle bacilli. In the first animal, killed after 
‘ixty-five days, they found some small tubercles in the 
mesenteric glands, but no other visible lesions in the 
i ee and no ulceration of the intestinal mucosa ; 

bu _— they opened the thorax they found the lungs 

a ed With tubercles in every stage of evolution, and 

oe cavities full of pus rich in bacilli.” In the 

a Jon animal, killed in fifty days, the condition of the 

“ the oe = very similar to that of the first, whilst 
size of h, ungs contained about thirty tubercles, the 
the scattered over the surface beneath 
tronh he mediastinal, tracheo-bronchial, and re- 
The thndes glands were quite free from disease.” 

ractically then? killed in fifty days, presented lesions 

rom the’e a with those found in the second. 
clude that a Pg Drs. Calmette and Guérin con- 
monary Shen ult animal may readily contract pul- 
into the ds — when virulent bacilli are introduced 
traverse ¢ gestive tract, and that these bacilli may 
Intestinal mucosa without producing 
it. They maintain, further, that th - 

Ne glands of the adul y er, that the mesen 

@ passage of . ult offer a less complete resistance 
young than the mesenteric glands of 
B iring’s sles the n these grounds, they reject von 
is due to an int Hat the pulmonary infection of the adult 
and insist on . opener infection contracted in early life, 
, © contrary, that the adult is more sus- 


ceptible to pulmonary infection by the intestinal route 
than the infant. 

These general conclusions we do not feel prepared to 
accept. They have an air of paradoxical unreality about 
them, and appear to be inspired by the ardour of con- 
troversial enthusiasm which magnifies isolated observa- 
tions into general laws. At the same time their experi- 
ments, taken merely as records of carefully observed 
data, must be regarded as an interesting and useful con- 
ws to the study of tuberculosis.—-British Medical 
SOUrnal. 


EXPERT MEDICAL EVIDENCE. 


At a meeting of the Medico-Legal Society, held on 
November 14th, at 22, Albemarle street, under the 
chairmanship of the Hon. Mr. Justice Walton, Presi- 
dent, a discussion took place on consultation among 
medical witnesses previous to trials. 

In opening the discussion, Dr. W. P. HERRINGHAM 
said that a few years ago a man sued a provincial gas 
company for damages sustained by him owing to leak- 
age in his bedroom from a pipe for which the company 
was responsible. Several physicians were called on 
either side ; those for the plaintiff declared that he had 
sustained permanent damage to his lungs, those for the 
defendants swore that his condition was due to tuber- 
culosis which could not have been produced by gas 
poisoning. The judge, in summing up, said that he 
thonght it was a great pity that medical witnesses were 
not allowed to dispense with the formality of an oath, 
for they went into the witness-box with their minds 
made up, and their evidence was most contradictory. 
The jury found for the plaintiff, though for small 
damages, and the judge, in giving the order for costs, 
refused to make any allowance on the higher scale for 
the expert evidence, saying that he would give the 
medical witnesses nothing. 


EssENTIAL DIFFICULTIES IN FORMING OPINION, 


That such a statement should be made and such 
action taken must be exceedingly painful to all those who 
had the honour of their profession at heart It was the 
general opinion among laymen that when two doctors 
gave wilde different opinions one of them was bound 
to be wrong, and that that was due either to ignorance 
or to dishonesty. But those who knew something of 
the difficulties of their work would probably take a very 
different view. 

For let them consider what obtained in an ordinary 
matter of sight and hearing, such, for instance, as a 
collision in the street, they did not expect that the tes- 
timony of the bystanders would be identical ; almost 
every one would give a different version of what had 
happened. Nor was it the case that a better education, 
such as medical men possessed, or a higher standard of 
morality which they should possess, would always result 
in making evidence the more harmonious. 

He was no lawyer, but all doctors were trained more 
or less in cross-examination, and he was quite sure that 
those present would bear him out in saying that it was 
not by any means true that the more conscientious and 
more self-conscious among their patients gave them the 
most helpful evidence. On the contrary, not infre- 
quently their extreme desire to tell i Fa that they 
knew, and tell it with the greatest possible accuracy, led 
them to multiply details, to lay importance on things 
that were unimportant, and really to imagine « great 
deal which did not exist. ; 

They had only to attend consultations among the sur- 
geons at a hospital, or to go round the wards witha 
physician, to realise first that men would take very 
different opinions about the same case, and secondly, 
that all would admit the extreme difficulty of diagnosis 
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even under conditions when no one had any desire or 
any temptation to do otherwise than speak the exact 
truth, and in the presence of the most acute critics on 
the face of the earth—a body of medical students. They 
would realise at the same time how easily any counsel 
with the least help from expert opinion would be able 
to cast discredit on any such diagnosis in the minds of a 


ury. 

. That was true of mere ordinary diagnosis, but a legal 
case almost always involved two other even more diffi- 
cult questions. ‘The first cencerned the present state of 
the plainiff ; was it due to the accident or otherwise ? 
The second concerned the public ; was the plaintiff now 
able to work, and if not how long would it be before he 
was? The plain fact was that they could not expect 
doctors to agree, and the only wonder was that they 
agreed as much as they did. 


SrEcIAL DIFFICULTIES IN LEGAL CasEs. 


In the next place the divergence which obtained in 
ordinary cases was accentuated by the circumstances 
under which medical witnesses appeared in a court of 
law. For what happened? They received a letter from 
a solicitor asking that they would examine such and 
such a patient, their client, and appear in court to sup- 
port his claim. If after examination their opinion was 
not favourable to his case they would not be summoned 
on his behalf. They would go to somebody else. And 
similarly with the defendant’s case. The appearance of 
medical witnesses on opposite sides, therefore, implied 
ab initw that they took widely divergent views. When 
a man appeared in court he was expected to stick to his 
earlier statements, and thus even under cross-examina- 
tion if he had formed his opinion carefully, and be- 
lieved it to be honestly supported by the facts, he vas 
liable to become something of a partisan. If, on the 
other hand, he had not been careful about his facts, and 
allowed himself to be beaten out of his position, he in- 
flicted a great injury upon his client, and never ought to 
have taken up the case. 


PosstBLE KEMEDIEs. 


Still, it could not be denied that some medical evi- 
dence was scandalous, that the present position of things 
was most unsatisfactory, and that it was not to the 
credit or dignity of the medical profession that they 
should have given rise to a classification of liars into the 
liar, the the damned liar, and the expert witness. For 
some time past that subject had been carefully con- 
sidered by many among them with a view to finding a 
remedy for the present state of things, and last year the 
British Medical Association, a body numbering more 
than half of their profession in England and Wales, sent 
round for discussion among its branches a proposal that 
medical men summoned on opposite sides in a legal case 
should meet in consultation over the patient before they 
appeared in court. 

e need not dwell upon the obvious advantages of 
such a course, but there were objections to be brought 
against it both from a medical and from a legal point. 
A medical friend of his, a man of large experience in 
legal cases, of great skill in his profession, and of most 
honourable character, said to him that for his part he 
would greatly prefer that such consultations should 
not take place. “ In an argument,” he said, “as such a 
consultation would inevitably be, the victory does not 
always go to the best reason ; it is often gained by the 
more dogged and persistent ot the two parties, not from 
the excellence of the argument, but from the personal 
force with which it is urged I myself am perfectly able 
to hold my own against an ordinary colleague, but I 
quite recognise that some men are much more dogged 
and obstinate than myself, and I believe that my opinion 
would be quite likely to be warped even against my 
better judgment by a consultation with such an oppo- 
nent. On the whole, I should greatly prefer to go into 


court and give my opinion quietly without knowing that 
of the opposite side, and leave the judge and jury to de. 
cide between the two.” 

He supposed that some such opinion as that was iy 
the minds of the considerable number of Branches why 
declared against the proposal for a consultation. 

Then there was the legal point of view. That would 
probably differ according to the status of the legal 
authority. He imagined that a judge would almost 
always be in favour of such consultation. A judge hated 
anything that would bring justice or his court into dis- 
repute, as widely divergent expert opinion was apt to 
do. He hated also the wide margin for error which such 
divergence left to the jury. But if they were to ask one 
of the solicitors or counsel employed for either side they 
would probably take a very different view. An eminent 
solicitor whom he had consulted put it to him thus: 
“T,” he said, “am employed by my client to make bis 
case as strong as I can, and I am not justified in doing 
anything which will weaken it. If you two doctors con- 
sult, as you wish to do, one of you will modify his 
opinion. It might be my man. In that case my client’ 
case would be weaker than before, and I should be res 

onsible. And again, what is it that you want to gain 

y consultation ? You are practically setting yourselves 
up as assessors and more or less trying the case out of 
court. Tosuch a position you have no earthly legal 
right, and moreover, I, who pay large fees to medical 
witnesses, do not pay for an assessor ; I pay for a medi: 
cal witness on my side. If you wish to consult your 
dignity you will have to give up your fees, but | cai 
tell you what would happen before that—-I should goto 
somebody else who did not wish to consult with the 
enemy.” “But,” said Dr. Herringham, “ supposing all 
my colleagues refused to go into court unless such cot- 
sulation were allowed?” He replied that he would deal 
with that emergency when it arose. There were thus 
several objections to be urged against the proposal of 
the British Medical Association. 

A LEGAL View. 

Mr. Appincton said he understood the 
position to be that the the members of a very uoble 
profession were much exercised in their minds that 
there should be such publicity given to a divergence’ 
opinion between their brethren in the witness-bos 
Naturally they desired to find a remedy. 

But it was first necessary to discover what were the 
causes of such differences of opinion. His experien 
was that the causes were of two kinds. First, they oa 
from the constantly changing theories which ml 
obtain in a progressive science ; secondly. there ¥* 
the insufficiency and unreliability of the data ys 
which medical opinion had to be based. Those 
were supplied almost exclusively to the experts by s 
medical gentleman who had attended the patient = 
the beginning of the illness or since the acti “1 
Perhaps the data were based upon the diagnosis © pe 
the practitioner had made. Such diagnosis might 
be accurate, because errors were sometimes lk e 
even the highest members of the profession. betwee 

The remedy suggested was a consultation sibutt 
the medical men aaa trial, and Professor - 
had given an illustration of the worki! 
scheme. But he questioned whether tha 
would have succeeded if his efforts had exte? 
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to the High Court or to the high-class specialists 
were ag called ; it must include the County et 
for the High Courts heard only one-eight) in the 
cases which formed the subject of cute, 
country. Under two statutes alone, of a incladed 
the cases numbered 1,654, in which were BO! “write 
hundreds of instances of personal en smeg medical 
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witnesses called, in the County Courts there would 
be about 4,000. 

His own opinion as a member of the Bar was that 
there need be no hesitation about suggesting at any 
time such a consultation as that advocated by Dr. Her- 
ringham. Indeed, it had been his practice during the 
last seven or eight years to suggest such consultations 
between medical witnesses and the patient just before 
trial. It was also the practice of his fellow members 
of the Bar who had a large business in that line. 

But these consultations yielded little result, except 
in the eases in which there were two perfectly indepen- 
dent medical experts--specialists. When they were 
called they would be able at consultation fo discover 
some common ground, and to shear away a great deal 
of superfluous matter. But in connection with the 
average case, for some reason, that conmon ground 
was not apparent ; there seemed to be an unconscious 
bias on the part of the medical witnesses. His suggested 
explanation was as follows :—As Professor Allbutt had 
said, the plaintiff's medical adviser was strongly sym- 
pathetic ; he had been in personal contact with the 
patient up to the day of the trial, and hoped to remain 
in personal contact with him for a long time to come. 
Hecould not be expected to give such an independent 
view of the patient’s case as the doctor called in from 
Harley street. If he were asked in the witness-box what 
he thought of the probabilities of the plaintiff being able 


. to work now or soon, he knew that the patient was 


pinned by the answer he gave. If he thought the patient 
would resume work in a month, it was not possible to 
say afterwards that a mistake had been made and that 
he would not return for many months, because not a 
penny more could be obtained. The medical witness for 
the plaintiff was extremely guarded and cautious, and 
was bound in the interests both of the patient and of 
justice to allow himself esnsiderable latitude. On the 
other side was the medical expert of the insurance 
company, a thoroughly well-qualified man, out who by 
's experience had become cautious, careful, and sus- 
picious In regard to all cases with which he came into 
contact. The contest which he was about to support 
had probably been urged by himself—that is, he had 
advised his society to resist the claim because in his 
opinion the man was capable of working or was not en- 
titled to all that he claimed. That medical man also 
Was unconsciously biassed. What would be the good of 


ringing those two medical gentlemen together in con- 
sultation ? | 


Hl AN ALTERNATIVE REMEDY. 
A a forward an alternative remedy. Judges and 
ye ‘aang often perplexed by the divergent opinions, 
+ to decide somehow. They therefore 
pee sm rough and ready course. The jury would 
Soke y 1, tound to say that they could not make 
what th me of the doctors’ evidence, but they had heard 
_ whet? emg had to say about his condition and 
a “ his doctor said about it, and they were pre- 
often Ace oa their evidence. The result was that 
‘Injustice was done, and much money filched 
eight of honest employers. During the 
e had a + he had watched the working of the Act 
matter Snown one case in which a judge had sent 

inedical referee, and a fellow member of 
one case Tr om he had spoken on the matter only had 
of a medical — that he suggested the appointment 
all the medi ne trator, not an assessor, who should hear 
be able hin ee before tbe trie] in private, and 
would thro ny tocross-examine. He believed that that 
artived at b ' a More correct conclusion than would be 

y any number of jurymen. 


Me. J Facts anp Oprytons. 
AU, JUS j 
TICE WaLtTon said that there were certain 


medical facts which could be actually observed, felt, or 
heard, and in regard to those a consultation was emi- 
nently desirable. In the Admiralty Court, dealing with 
questions of injuries to ships, surveyors were called in 
in regard to the damage, but their evidence was of little 
value to the court unless they had met and gone over 
the injured ship together. Concerning the actual condi- 
tion of the patient in a medical case as observable by the 
senses, a consultation was a sensible method of dealing 
with the matter. The two experts should meet and look 
at the man, and see what could be seen, and feel what 
could be felt. There would be many points on which 
they would agree, but of course there were other diffi- 
cult points concerning diagnosis in regard to which 
inferences had to be drawn from the observed facts. 
The expert witness for the plaintiff presented the 
views most favourable to his client, and the other 
expert presented the best case for the defendant. If 
those two experts met, certain difficulties and differ- 
ences would be smoothed away in regard to opinions, 
and the result of the consultation would be merely to 
minimise difficulties. The consultation suggested by 
the speakers at that meeting would therefore have its 
uses, 
REFEREES AND ASSESSORS. 

During the discussion there had been a certain 
amount of confusion concerning assessors and referees. 
The Assessors in the Admiralty Court sat with the 
judge and gave him such assistance as he wished, but 
the case was tried by the judge only. In those cases 
tried by jury the assessor would, therefore, have to be 
put into the jury box. The plan of having an assessor 
could not work in cases tried by a jury. A referee had 
totally different functions, and he thought that, under 
the existing rules, a medical question might be referred 
to a medical referee, and certainly it might by consent 
of the parties. 

The plan might be desirable in certain cases, but he 
felt that it was so contrary to the ordinary methods of 
trial in this country that there was no likelihood of it 
being adopted. On the Continent the system of refer- 
ring facts to special referees was almost universal. 
He believed it was a rare thing for courts abroad to try 
the facts ; they were nearly always referred to one or 
more experts. In England nine-tenths of a judge’s 
time was ocenpied with dealing with disputed questions 
of fact. On the Continent their methods easily 
adapted themselves to the plan of dealing with medical 
cases by means’of referees, but that system was scarcely 
practicable in England, because the procedure was so 
different. In his experience as a judge he had many 
medical cases before him, and considered that th«re 
was much less difference of opinion now between medi- 
cal witnesses than there used to be. He had noticed 
how frequently the differences that did exist dis- 
appeared before the case was over when the medical 
witnesses understood fully what the questions before 
the Court really were. 

Mr. Justice Walton then gave some interesting de- 
tails concerning cases in which these differences of 
opinion did not disappear, dealing especially with one 
case in which the question of organic or functional 
paralysis was argued. He concluded by expressing his 
opinion that consultations amongst medical men en- 
gaged in a case before the Court would be useful in 
minimising differences, and would render the cases 
easier to be dealt with, but consultations wonld not 
remove the difficulty of the jury having to arrive ina 
short space of time at a positive conclusion concern- 
ing matters upon which in this world no one could be 
certain. Brit. Med. Jounral, 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh 
: Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases ©ePl Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-| Out- | Slaugh. 
[oreaks mals. preaks mals. poreaks mals. Dogs. | Other breaks} breaks, 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended Jan.6]} 19 22] .. 23 | 22 19 60 
1904... 28 63 ae 27 40 ae es 69 15 44 
Corresponding week in {1903 ..] 17 19] .. 26°; 467 .. os 110 25 165 
1902... | 15 22! 2s] .. 88 30 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 9. 1906. 
IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 30 1 6 | | 20 i | 
1904 17 1 10 
Corresponding Week in { 190% 43 3 
1902 29 
| 
Total for 52 weeks, 1905 on - 4 4 30 | 106 | 339 48 | 1416 
1904 .. 7 11 34 463 182 4144 
Corresponding period in 1903 .. 4 11 4 6 2 655 172 4307 
1902 10 43 ‘ 613 166 3182 


Epizootic Lymphangitis, Jan. 2 cases; Feb. 2; Mar. 10: May, 1; June, 7: July, 2; Week ending Sept.9, 1: Total2 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Jan. 4, 1906. 


Norr.—-The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 


Suspected Swine Fever. 


John Kempton, Capel, was summoned for carrying 
seven store pigs, suspected of having swine fever, on the 
highway contrary to Article 17 of the Swine Fever 
Order of 1894, at Tonbridge, on the 5th December. 

Mr. R. Vaughan Gower, Tunbridge Wells, appeared 
for the defendant and pleaded not guilty. _ 

Percy Gregory, veterinary surgeon, Tonbridge, said on 


the morning of the 5th December last he was inspecting | 


at Tonbridge Cattle Market when the defendant brought 
a number of pigs in a cart. These he subsequently 
examined and found them to be unhealthy, and told 
him to put them back in his cart as he could not allow 
them to be sold in the market. He advised him to take 
them straight home, and the next day if he saw they 
were not better to report the matter to the authorities. 
He gave this advice because he thought them sus- 
picious. 

On a point of law, Mr. Gower objected to the evidence 
that the witness “had suspicions,” but the Bench con- 
sidered that Mr. Gregory had done all he could in his 
capacity as inspector. It was for Mr. Gower’s client to 
show that this was not communicated to him. 

Witness said the animals had an unhealthy appear- 
ance, were thin, and had distressing coughs. “He could 
not say positively that the pigs had any disease without 
he made a proper examination. 

By Mr. Gower: The defendant’s place was at Five 
Oak Green, and he was summoned for carrying animals 
over the road. 

Mr. Gower: Therefore as you advised him to take 
them home be would have to go over the road. 

Witness : Unless he had a flying machine, 


In further cross-examination, witness said no sensible 
man would condemn an animal as suffering from swine 
fever unless he made a post-mortem examination. It was 
impossible to tell without. 

P.C. Ovenden said the defendant told him he bought 
the pigs a fortnight previously at Staplehurst Market 
He told the defendant to put the pigs back into the catt 
and take them away. 

Cross-examined : He met the defendant later, and 
told him that he had a message for him. He said he 
had to caution him about the pigs, and told him not © 
let it occur again. As far as he (witness) knew, defen- 
dant would hear no more about it. 

__ By the Clerk : When he met the defendant he knew 
that two of the pigs had died and that five had 
‘ordered to be slaughtered. He knew this throws 
another officer. 

George Pring, London Road, Tonbiidge, dealer, ". 
posed to the defendant offering the pigs to him for - 
at 15s. each when in the Red Lion Yard. He — 
them, and witness did not then like the look of —w 
They coughed and would not eat. On_ the pee 
Saturday morning one died and another on the ~— 
the rest being slaughtered. He later saw the dete “a * 
and told him that the pigs had swine fever, and wha 
had had to do in consequence. did not 

Cross-examined : When he bought them he t see 
detect anything wrong with them. He could not § 
when they were in a cart. . sed to the 

John Pring, father of the last witness, —_ be 
condition ot the pigs when they were brought aie ee 

Richard Roberts, veterinary surgeo”, Board af 
Wells, and local Veterinary Inspector to haat 
Agriculture, said he was instructed to go to the ™ 
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ness’s cottage to a suspected outbreak of swine fever. 
He found two dead and ordered the others to be slaugh- 
tered. He made a post-mortem examination and found 
evidence conclusive that the pigs had died of swine 
fever. He also found clear evidence of swine fever in 
the other five animals. In one white pig witness fonnd 
appearances of old standing disease. When he saw the 
five living pigs they were exceedingly thin and emacia- 
ted, and breathing quickly and conghing. In all the 
pigs there was an almost entire absence of fat, and they 


| were stunted in growth. He would say that the price 
© of the animals, if they had been healthy, would have 
7 


been 30s. each. They were about 14 weeks old. 
Mr. Gower addressed the Bench at some length, and 


John Kempton, farmer, who said he bought 22 pigs 


on the 20th November at and took them to 


his farm, where they remained for a fortnight. Before 


© the swine were brought to Tonbridge he had not seen 


© they showed no signs of disease. 


them fora week. When he last saw them prior to that 
He drove them to 


§ Tonbridge, but his man put them into the cart. Mr. 
| Geogory did not say the pigs were unhealthy. He 


them from the market and sold them. 


simply said “John, take them away.” He then took 
He had noticed 
nothing wrong with the pigs. 


John Stevens, cow keeper, in the employ of the defen- 


S dant, said he had had the pigs under his charge, and 


noticed no symptonis of disease whatever. They seemed 


p to feed all right. 


The Bench convicted, and the Chairman said there 
Was a previous conviction of a serious character against 
the defendant, who would now have to pay a fine of £7 
and the costs, £3 5s. 6d., or one month.—-7'unbridge 
Wells Advertiser, 


THE FREE IMPORTATION OF CANADIAN 
CATTLE. 


Yesterday afternoon Lord Carrington received at the 
ard of Agriculture a deputation from the Free Impor- 
tation Canadian Cattle Association of Great Britain, 
who urged that the existing embargo should be re- 
wuoved, as there had been no case of disease in Canada 
~ the last decade. The President was accompanied by 
Sit Thomas Elliott, Mr. A. W. Anstruther, Mr. 8. Stock- 

man, and Mr. F. L. C. Floud. 
a speakers for the deputation were Bailie Watson 
“lasgow), Mr. William Maxwell, Mr William Hender- 
son (Coupar Angus), Mr. Thomas Kidner (Norfolk), 
and Mr, Prescott (town clerk, Fulham). 
ee Carrineton, in reply, said he would take the 
Pm opportunity of bringing the matter before his 
very wuts In the Cabinet in order that it might be 
considered. He entirely agreed with 
tation Fellowes said in reply to this depu- 
‘ ply ay last, viz., that “he had got to think, not 
all the pomemne interest, but he had got to think of 
The of the general public of this country.” 
ton must be considered chiefly from two 
national o viz, the Imperial as well as the 
imprenee point of view. He had been much 
favour of tp the strength of the feeling in Canada in 
and the res ri relaxation of the existing prohibition, 
ment, passed by the Dominion Parlia- 
years no 
been identified in Canada or had been 
on [ tese shores. Therefore it must be admitted, 
; ell as on sanitary grounds, that the 
> Rona repeal of the Act of 1896 would seem 
Weless to But, on the other hand, it was 
Opinion thay that there was an overwhelmi ss of 
on that ‘the | elming mass 0 
‘Jaw could not safely be altered on 
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account of the grave risk of the introduction of disease 
that would be run by the tenant-farmers and small 
occupiers in the United Kingdom. He had _ been 
much struck by a recent speech of Lord Grey, the 
Governor-General of Canada, who said that it “ would 
be greatly to his profit as an English grazier if the 
embargo were removed, but there are seven million 
cattle in Britain, and naturally there is the greatest 
hesitation on the part of the owners of that very valuable 
stock to admit cattle from abroad. And if the British 
Parliament, in its wisdom, regards their interests as 
superior to those of the graziers, to whom I belong, 
then I and you and they will accept with resignation 
these restrictions in exactly the same way as the 
British manufacturer accepts the tariff with which 
you prevent his manufactures entering into Canada.” 
He could not agree with Lord Grey that the restric- 
tions were imposed solely to keep up the price of 
store cattle in this country. If that were so, it would 
be difficult, and, in fact, impossible for the present 
Government to countenance what would mean pro- 
tection in the interests of one class of farmers to keep up 
artificially the price of their cattle to the possible detri- 
ment of the consumer and the certain loss of another 
class of farmers. The real objection to the removal of 
the restriction is the fear that by some bolt from the blue 
they might suddenly find themselves face to face with 
an alarming outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, or 
plenro-pneumonia, which would cost the country a 
very large sum to stamp out and might cause the ab- 
solute ruin of large numbers of farmers who, owing to 
the heavy fall in prices, already experienced much 
difticulty in making both ends meet. In the sixties 
he remembered the devastation that was caused b 

disease all over the country when his father returne 

to his tenants the full cn of all the stock they lost 
by disease and thus enabled them to continue in the 
occupation of their holdings. Then there was the 
epidemic of foot-and-mouth disease in 1883, when 
nearly 220,000 cattle and almost the same number of 
sheep were attacked by the disease. It would be 
highly improper for him to announce the final deci- 
sion of the Government on a matter of such great 
national importance in the middle of a general election; 
but when the election was over he would ask his col- 
leagues in the Cabinet to consider the matter and see 
whether it would be prudent, in view of the tremend- 
ous opposition which the great majority of farmers 
had to any change in the law, to bring forward any 
legislation to amend the law. It was in no sense a 
party question, and it would be a crime to make it an 
electioneering asset. The Government would consider 
the question in all its bearings, remembering that the 
restrictions were not imposed as a protective duty in 
the interests of a particular class, but solely as a measure 
of protection against the introduction of dangerous and 
infections diseases.— 7'he Times. 


VETERINARIANS AND PARLIAMENTARY 
REPRESENTATION. 


We learn that at a meeting of the Lancashire Veteri- 
nary Association, to be held in Manchester on Friday, 
19th inst., the question of securing direct representation 
in Parliament will be very fully gone into. Commenting 
upon this matter, and incidentally upon others affecting 
the profession, a correspondent writes .— 

1 do not think a local authority should have the 
power to appoint or to remove from office a veterinary 
surgeon who is qualified to carry out the duties of an 
inspector under the Public Health Acts, and under the 
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Orders until sanction 
has been given by the Local Government Board for such 
procedure, 
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Again, inspectors of the R.S.P.C.A. should not be 
allowed by magistrates (stipendiary and others) to pose 
as expert veterinarians when giving evidence in “ horse 
cases.” 

Let me now turn to the disgraceful state of affairs 
which exists in connection with the administration of 
the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1903, and of the 
Orders of the Board of Agriculture. 

The branch of the Department which deals with the 
contagious diseases of animals, exclusive of the inspec- 
tion of cattle, ete. (under the Act of 1896) at the ports, 
is known as the “ Animals’ Division.” The staff of the 
Animals’ Division consists of — 

(a) Forty-three lay inspectors, that is, gentlemen who 
are either ex-military, ex-naval, ex-militia officers, or ex- 
land agents’ clerks, and some of no previous occupation 
other than that of garden-party-s iests. Of this number, 
eight are on the permanent establishment of the Board, 
whose salaries range from £700 toa minimum of £300 
per annum. 

(6) Seventeen temporary veterinary inspectors, as 
their designation implies ; none of these are entitled to 
a pension, but nevertheless all devote their whole time 
to the duties of the Board. (Two of these men receive 
£400 per annum, and fifteen receive £250, with no pros- 
pect of an increase.) ; 

(c) There is also a list of ninety-seven temporary 
veterinary inspectors who are occasionally employed by 
the Board to conduct inquiries in cases of reported swine 
fever. 

These latter gentlemen hold the local appointment of 
the Board in conjunction with private practice. 

The seventeen temporary veterinary inspectors, like 
all other officials of the Animals’ Division, are abso- 
lutely under the direction of the Assistant Secretary of 
the Division, and are not on the staff of the chief veteri- 
nary officer. 

The veterinary surgeons of the Board petitioned the 
Department just a year ago for the establishment of a 
permanent staff and the treatment of the veterinarian 
with equity. The petition was presented through the 
chief veterinary officer (Mr. 8. Stockman) and a month 
later the Board appointed a deputation to wait upon the 
secretary, but fo elusive answers were given to the 
requests ; consequently, one or two members of the 
staff have wished to raise the question individually, 
but they were not allowed an interview with the sec- 
retary or the assistant secretary in order to discuss 
and arrange matters. What is required is the creation 
of a staff of permanent veterinary inspectors of the 
Animals’ Division from among the seventeen temporary 
inspectors of the Animals’ Division, and not for the 
Board to go ontside for their permanent officials, the 
position of any future permanent veterinary inspectors 
to correspond with that of the lay inspectors, both as 
regards rank and amount of annual salary to be paid. 

There are not any duties which the laymen perform 
which a veterinary surgeon is unable to do, but the lay 
inspectors, because they are not qualified men, are 
unable to diagnose any disease in the lower animals. 

These are only a few major points which could be 
raised in support of the movement for direct Parlia- 
mentary representation of the veterinary profession. 

Doubtless a preliminary draft scheme will be submitted 
at the meeting of delegates on January i9th next at 
Manchester, but to my mind the greatest obstacle to the 
snecess of the movement will be the lack of funds. 

It has been suggested by a political gentleman that 
the interests of the veterinary profession and those of 
agriculture are nearly identical ; therefore, given a poli- 
tician who is a veterinary surgeon, he might have the 
support both of vote and money of agriculturists, in 
addition to any financial aid from the profession.— eat 
Trades Journal. 


‘a dog, which cured her of snapping at the sheep. 


THE COMPARATIVE VALUE OF HORSES 
IN THE PRODUCTION OF DIPHTHERIA 
ANTI-TOXIN. 


Horses do not all react alike in response to inocu: 
tions with diphtheria-toxin for the purpose of produc. 
ing antitoxin, and no method is yet known by whieh 
high-test horses can be selected without being submitted 
to the tedious process of immunization. Every hor 
has a maximum antitoxic limit, which cannot be in- 
creased no matter how much toxin is employed. Dr. 
William R. Hubbert stated (Jowr. of Exp. Med., vl, 
vii., No. 2, p. 176) that in order to obtain the best results 
in the production of diphtheria-antitoxin, young animak 
are usually to be preferred. More than one half the 
number of such horses can be made to yield 300-wit 
serum, While one-third will yield 500-unit serum. High: 
test horses require a shorter time for immunization and 
will yield a potent serum for a longer period than will 
low-test horses. The maximum antitoxin value is 
attained within from two to ten months from the be 
ginning of treatment, the average being about four 
months. Serum of marketable value may be obtained 
for a few months longer, about five months on the 
average, when the decline begins, usually never to rie 
again. Ifthe serum of a new horse does not test 30 
units by the end of the fourih month after treatment 
has begun, it may be regarded as nearly certain that the 
animal is not suitable for the purpose in view. A hore 
is usually at his best during the fourth month after 
immunization. Horses attaining a high  antitoxie 
strength exhibit a longer period of usefulness than do 
lower-testing horses, but usually at the expense of 4 
much lower unit value. A horse that has attained 
maximum antitoxin height begins to suffer a decline it 
antitoxin, which is usually as rapid as was the ascetl, 
and it is unaffected by subsequent injections of diph- 
theria-toxin.--Public Health. 


Cruelty—Ringing a Dog's Nose. 


At Barnstaple on Jan. 4 Arthur Yulford Bate. farmer, 
Swimbridge, was charged with cruelty to a sheep-d% 
by having two rings inserted in its nose. 

Mr. A. F. Seldon, prosecuting for the R.S.P.C.A. said 
the defence was that the dog was “rung” to prevent It 
biting the sheep and human beings. The humane 
method was to use a muzzle. ; 

Inspector Duncan, R.S.P.C.A., said defendant admit- 
ted to him that he “rung” his dog. The rings 
interlaced, and defendant said the dog was vicious, 

By Mr. Hendy, for defendant : Never heard of 
ing” a dog before. The dog’s nose was sore and {es 
tering. 

Wm. Westacott, slaughterman, said he had 
come across any other dog rung, but had heard ol 1 
being done ont over Exmoor. ha 

Mr. Hutton, V.S., s:id he had never heard of ans 
thing before. The nose was the most sensitive ome 
dog possessed. being mcre sensitive than its eye. ditt 

Mr. Hendy : Is it crnel to ring a dog /— Yes, 
cruel to ring a bull and a pig. 

Cruel to pierce ladies’ ears ?—Yes. 
ladies in the court will tell you; but that’s var! y, 
necessity. (Laughter.) It 

Mr. Hendy submitted there had been 0 oe. 

Defendant, sworn, gave the names of ae on ES 
who “rung” sheep-dogs, and of two shepher aan 
moor who did the. same. _ The village ver rake 
before the dog was “ rung” he was almost afral 
letters to defendant’s house. ; had “rung ‘ 

John Seldon, farmer, Yarnacott, said he 
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Mr. W. Penhale, V.S , who saw the dog tw 
RSES the rings were taken out, said he saw md 2 tee ot sone ee Lucas said he understood the landlord had pro- 
PRIA about the dog’s nose then. In the case of a very rash tote next spring 
dog, likely to bite the sheep, he considered i y rash | and if the landlord did not do it the defendant w Id 
ered it permissi- | undertake either to put the shed in proper 
Inocula: By Mr. Seldon: Did not think the general ringing of oars. : “ 
produc dogs should be allowed, but when it came to He g of ‘ The Chairman said they wanted to do all they could 
y which tion of destroying a dog or ringing it for a few oth os or the defendant, but they were satisfied that the 
cbmitted cure it, and then onths | present condition were decidedly unsatisfactor 
ty tat justifiable. gs out, he thought were then adjourned on 
tbe in Mr. G. Wicketts (Bidef ; : the understanding that defendant ei ’ 
ed., Vol. e Bench considered there h a 
st results fined defendant 5s. and costs. 
nin Nails in Horse's Foot. 
palf the An extraordinary case was heard by the M 
300-unit Alleged Insanitary Cowshed in Nottingham City Justices, on Jan. 5 when a youth Aco J w ay aoe 
High -| appeared to answer a summons charging hi vith 
tion and At the Nottingham Summons Court, before Mr. F.J.| wire nails into the frog of. 
Mr. W. Burrows, Frank Hextall, of Priory lad was employed by a local ‘hem 
value is Street, Lenton, was summoned for three off uring November | 
the be the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, horsekeeper with be to the 
ut four isth. Mr. Des Forges, of the Town Clerk’s office, prose- he was seen with the foot of the ‘weltany a g. — on 
obtained cuted, and Mr. C. E. W. Lucas defended. hammering something into it. The ani 
on the the defendant had a wooden When it was examined two large 
ar to rise : . long by 15ft. wide, with 6ft. 6in. of il were found in the frog of th oo 
height: th . Gin, of available | rog of the foot. From their posi- 
test 300 ght; the situation of the shed was a short d tion it was evident 
from the river L a short distance} evecent that they conld not have been 
eatment river Leen. The drainage was o sae picked up” by th We age F 
nse inst the wall, and at one end was a large pi i e Chairman characterised th 
th after which a number of vi s ggery in terise the act as a most cruel 
The ae, - by one, and ordered the lad’s imprisonment for two months. 
than do rough the cow shed where the paving was i 
a There was Cattle Poisoned by Food in Dumfrieshire. 
tained a rindow was open, and th 
ascent, woor three small windows throwin iths st 25 valuable Ayrshire dairy cows 
s t upon| They were all as_ usual M i : 
of diph- two of the cows nearest, but the othe d x Med | EX h al on Monday morning, Jan. Ist. 
wet quitedark. fle the end of the shed | ach got a double handful of bean meal damped with 
wen nek e enc to say that such water. A few minutes later they appeared to be chokin 
for the good health and pooper half-an-hour 24 of them were dead. Mr. 
th cows which had at this time of the oat called in 
ere, s was i -OWS I 
farmer, Dr Boobb h two in another ref 
ep dog visited the of said he ~ examination carried out by Prof 
only a foot . er : e site was| McCall and Messrs. Baird, Wallace, A. J Wintosh, 
A,, said two above the Leen; the cowshed was in Dumfries, and McN ax’ 
event it dilapidation, with insutticient space | flammation in the 
humane years, but th The place had been like it for several rhage all over the small bowel. The “ahs tl i sed 
and had ad man had promised to improve matters amounts to between £400 and £500 N. RB <a 
admit: statement of repairs. Witness bore out the 
gs Were te e solicitor as to the condition of the The H Pp 
ious. arry Pe 
nd that this nla. ggested that it was rather extraordinar £39 6 
to ie a4 had been in the condition it was alleged E. Alfred West, F.B.C.V.S. = 10 6 
] never or nine years, and that no proceedings Rowe, M.R.C.V'S. 
of it ceedings before. He thought the reason the pro- Greenfield, Croydon 5 0 
Worse ba ts een taken was not that the place was Gerrard & Sons, Naturalists, 
such carried out ia se of certain drainage works being College Place 10 6 
organ a to sweep who wanted authority 
difficult to places as the defendant’s. It was} W £41 3 9 
nd it 8 in June last th — the medical officer of health, but © are hoping to realise £50. 
i the the detendant bought a cow which he’ had F.W. Sec. & Trews. 
pain, rom tubercula. eight weeks and five days. It suffered —= 
ty, net of Warranty oe oe the defendant recovered for breach 
hot been inf» ae te other cows th ey maintained had ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
7 : yer that th , despite the statement of Dr. | Extract from London G 
farmel it very le condition of the 
on 4 place would make War Orrice, Pact Matt, Jan. 9. 
n said ' order that Pe point was adjourned to the afternoon The undermentioned Captains to be Majors :— 
to take neat the Chairman might inspect the place W. D. Smith, H. T. Sawyer, G.M. Williams 
the defendant if F. W. Wilson, F.R.C.V.S., T. G. Peacocke. 
tWo or er e to giv 
authorities ? wards resigns his commission. ne 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


OPTIMISM V. PESSIMISM. 
Sir, 

From reading the reports of speeches recently made by 
you, Mr. Editor, we gather that you are an optimist of the 
“strenuous ’’ kind, but the optimism that leads us to think 
that we have only to ‘‘ induce the barn door ”’ fowl to sit 
long enough on her eggs to ‘‘ hatch out peacocks ’”’ is not 
good for any one. 

I quite believe in the old adage that.if you wish others to 
think well of you, you must think well of yourself, but the 
opinion of other people must count for something, especially 
when the ‘‘ other people’’ find the wherewith to keep the 
banking account. 

One thing that has perplexed me is, why the public 
should value the services of anyone who has the diploma of 
the R.C.V.S. so much more when he is not practising his 
profession, but in some other walk of life. To illustrate 
that it is so I will cite two cases. 

A certain Corporation who at one time owned a stud of 
horses, the value of which must have been about £175,000 
required the services of a veterinary surgeon to take entire 
charge, and for which they offered the munificent salary of 
£250 a year. The M.R.C.V.S., who had the position, after 
a short service, was given a position in another department, 
when his salary was immediately doubled, and he now has 
a position worth twice that. 

Another case—a M.R.C.V.S. had charge of a stud, 
worth £200,000, he was given a change into another de- 
partment, when his salary was immediately increased by 
one half, with the prospect of a further large increase. 

I think we cannot assume that these gentlemen had in 
any way increased abilities, but that such abilities as they 
possessed had greater scope in other directions, or their 
services were of greater value. 

I see very much has been made about municipal appoint- 
ments, but when one sees advertisements by large City 
Corporations for Inspectors, who must be M.R.C.V.S., 
Pathologist, &c., &c., and offering the princely stipend of 
£150 a year, one doubts if it is worth about £1,000 and 
four or five years study to obtain this. * 

It is quite true that a man cannot hunt on a motor car: 
but he can drive both himself and his friends to the meet 
and back, instead of hacking, and, as most veterinary sur- 
geons know, the hacks kept at a large hunting establish- 
ment were no small item. 

You, I see, mentioned in your opening address at the 
Royal Veterinary College that perhaps some 20,000 horses 
had been displaced by electric tramways. I think 75,000 
to 100,000 would be much nearer the number, and should 
the motor ’bus prove a success, which seems more than 
probable, some 50,000 horses, in London alone, will be 
taken off the'streets. 

I do not think the veterinary profession will be defunct 
in a short time, but must we not look the prospect fairly 
in the face, be it ever so ugly.—Yours truly, 

PessrM ist, 


A QUESTION OF IDENTITY. 
Sir, 

A gentleman called here on the evening of January 9th, 
stating that he was Mr. David Jones,who qualified at Edin- 
burgh as a veterinary surgeon in 1888. He told me his 
name was on the Register, and that he qualified in ’88. 

On reference to the Register I find two, Mr. David 
Jones, and should be glad if these gentlemen, who both 
qualified in 1888 would reply to their names. 

Beyond stating that he was on the Register the gentle- 
man who called on me furnished no proofs of his identity. 

I fancy the same gentleman was here about two vears 
ago, when I assisted him, whether wisely or not I am 
unable to affirm. On this occasion I politely declined. 

He was seeking employment as an assistant, and was a 
middle-aged man, wearing glasses.—Yours truly, 

Norwich. G. Mayan. 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION 
Sir, 
Please allow me in your next issue to point out to those 
veterinary inspectors of the Board who have been replaced 
by one whose special qualification is that he resides in g 
railway centre, that the present time is a favourable one for 
obtaining a promise from Parliamentary candidates to haye 
this altered should they be returned.—Yours truly, 
Wrexham. W. G. Frercurr. 


Sir, 
Observing that one of the obstacles in the way of coming 
to a conclusion re securing the services of a Parliamentary 
representative is the scruples of a conservative lest he 
might increase the power of the liberals by a vote, and riv 
versa, may I suggest as a means of getting over this difi- 
culty, that a deputation be appointed to treat with a men- 
ber of the Irish Nationalist party (who need not necessarily 
be an M.R.C.V.S.) either personally, or through the Chair. 
man, Mr. Redmond. This would save the expense ofa 
contest, and would not add to or diminish the numbers of 
either of the great English political parties. 
As well as carrying out the principles of the Nationalist 
party this member could also give our interests all the 
attention that might be required, if kept posted on all such 
matters by a vigilance committee who could receive hints 
from the entire profession, who should also subscribe the 
expenses of said member in order to enable him to give all 
his time in the House. The fact of his being an Irish M.P. 
should not hurt the susceptibleness of strong politicians of 
other trades. Irishmen were good enough to storm the 
hills in South Africa. I admit at the same time that more 
attention might be paid to an English Member of the 
House. There may be more necessity for watchfulness in 
the near fiture than we are aware of. For instance, we 
have for some time past seen reports from public bodies in 
Ireland advocating a veterinary dispensary scheme. 
Whether this idea originated in the brain of a vet. hungry 
for office or otherwise we need not now wait to enquire, 
good and bad things have often had their origin in personal 
motives. The name dispensary bearing the insignis 
of philanthropy is a good catch cry, and representatives 
desirous of gaining the votes of a numerous class of electors 
could hardly afford to disregard it, even though convinced 
that it might become a demoralising factor, as no doubt 
some would hide their worldly possessions, whether is stock 
or dry cash, in order to remain eligible for free attendance? 
at the expense of their neighbouring taxpayers, who, whilst 
maintaining a respectable bearing might often be hard set 
to make ends meet. : 
This matter is only one item of many which might be 
named, but todwell on the one now on the tapis, Will any 
one deny that it would be of vital importance to watch 
its progress should such unfortunately ever assume the 
form of a Bill? Fancy the man who would foolishly be 
come a veterinary dispensary officer at what might seen! © 
him at first sight even a fair salary, running night and day 
over a large district the moment a pig, donkey, or a1 % 
would refuse a feed. Salaries are very deceptive when 
there are heavy travelling expenses and much loss of . 
On being presented with the red ticket or other form : 
order he dare not delay, even though a good paying lie? 
badly required his services. in 
A human being not feeling hungry for supper after _ 
had an overfeed of River Plate beef for dinner, inste® lf 
sending for the dispensary doctor would reason to oa 
that his appetite would return when his stomach woul the 
got sufficient time to digest the heavy meal: not s0 “oO 
stockowner—especially when he could have such ¢ 
attendance. jiament. 
By all means let us have a representative in Par ‘ivi d 
an English one if it can be managed, a small en essil 
subscription from every member of the profession r y 
meet the expense.—Yours truly, 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED.— Messrs. J. 
Hamilton, G. Mayall. M.R.C.V.S. 1 The 
The Tunbridge Wells Advertiser, Nottingham P Westert 
Western Morning News, The Scottish Farmer, The 
Evening Herald, The Yorkshire Post. 
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